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Dekleernaeker, Mrs, J. 


Filed: Belgian Congo Courtesy 

Letters 


October 31 > 1955 

Air Letter 

Mrs. J. Dekleernaeker 
B. P. 821 
Leopoldville 
Belgian Congo 

Dear Mrs, Dekleernaeker: 

I know you think I am terribly negligent. I have wanted 
to acknowledge your letter of June 30 all these months and just 
have gotten around to cleaning up a small part of the acetimula- 
tion of correspondence on desk since return from the 
Belgian Congo, vfe really had wonderful service throughout and 
made most fortunate acquaintances, you among them. 

I am sorry to hear that you are leaving AMI because you 
were a very wonderful guide and we learned a lot. Ihere is no 
hurry about the inscription on the laonuiaent before the mission 
which we passed on the way back to the Brazzaville ferry. The 
infonaation will be welcome whenever you laay have the oppor- 
tunity of getting over that wsy again. I still have not settled 
down to writing the narrative account of our trip but it should 
be done before spring. 

Don’t concern yourself too much about stasips. That is 
scmething for the future perhaps. 

Is there anything that I can do for you here in America,— 
because I am most appreciative of your offer to help me with 
"©lings Africa." 

As much as I enjoyed the Belgian Congo I was impressed 
with the ruins and monuments in Egypt. If you ever travel 
abroad I would urge you to go that way if you have the time. 

It took us twenty days from Juba,— for the most part by steamer 
but part by rail. 

problem now is to read the books I want to about the 
blacks in Africa. They have a remarkable history and prove to 
be quite interesting people when you delve into their past and 
have the opportunity to observe ttieir present. 

When I get my narrative written and printed I slmll cer- 
tainly remember youwwith a copy. Forgive me for not saying more 
about the trip now. It was successful. We got lots of specimens, 
though not as many as I wanted, and quite a lot of film. 

Ky kindest regards to you and your husband. 



Sincerely, 


"iieKLeetin^ i<>eT4. . e>.P. 

AG^ENCE maritime INTERNATIONALE S. A. 

AGENCE DE L O P O L D V I L L E 


4T. 


R. C. Leo 1949 
B. P. 1869 L^:o I 
Adr. T6leg. AGENMARIN 
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MAR8TIME INTERNATIONALE 
AGENCE DE L it O P O L D V I L l_ E 


S. A. 


R. C. L6o 1 949 
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Deleyn, Guy 


AIE MAIL January 23, 1956 


Mr. Guy Del^ 

Station de domestication de elephant 

Gangala-na-Bodio 

Dt. de I'Uele Territory de Dungu 

Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr. Deleyn t 

Was it yotrr office or that of Clement Kennesin yitilah 
we lived the few days that we spent in Gangala-na-Bodio? 

It was a never-to-be-forgotten occasion, and I will remember 
it as long as I live. We got some' very nice photographs of 
the elephants going down to the bay and coming back up the 
road and also a sound recording of tl^ elephants’ song that 
the black boys gave voice to on their return from the river. 

I am writing at this time to ask if you could perhaps supply 
me with the words of one or more of the verses that they sang 
Tou could write in French. I can do something toward trans- 
lating it, or else get the help of friends here who speak 
your language quite fluently. I regret that I cannot write 
you in your native tor^e. I have been wanting to write you 
for some ^jonths past, but have been altogether too busy at 
the office to get around to the more pleasant things in life, 
Tou can rest assured that I would love to re-vist your train- 
ing station and sit down again once mere with you, Mr. Kennes 
and Comte Comet, 

My best good wishes to all of you for a good Hew Tear. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

WLSctoitt'.eek 


Dereine, Dr. Charles 


Am x^ffgi. Jyly 9, 1956 


a*. Charles r»ereine 
Instityt pour la Secherche Scientifique 
en Afrique Central© 

Lwiro (lataaa) 

D. Sp. , Buicavu, Belgian Ck>ngo 

Bear Etr* Dereine s 7li»2it8 « B*3/7 

GD/H 

I am sorry that the shipment of publications from the 
Smithsonian had so many duplicate numbers in place 
apparently of some that should have been sent you. X am 
'winging the matter to the attention of our Office of 
fbblications %*ich, I m sure, will promptly rectify the 
mistake. 

If there is anything else from our institution 
that you would like to have, or any other series of 
publications not- represented in the shiimseot to you, 
pleas© let us know. A research institute as important 
as yours should have all of ©ur publications. 

r 

%■ kindest regards to you, to Or. van den Berghe, 
and our other mutual friends at the station. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Sciwdtt 
Head Curator 
I^pt, of &ology 
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Dereine, Dr. Charles 
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Dereine, Mr. Charles 


Filed : Belgian Congo 


November 1$, 1955 


Air Letter 


Mr. C2iarles Dereine, Librarian 
Institut^ pour la Becterche Scientifique 
en Afrique Centrale 

Lwiro (Katana), D. Sp. , Bukavu, Belgian Congo 
Dear Mr. Dereine* 

Did you ever get the letter of inquiry fro& our Chief 
of Publications, Mrs, Eileen M. McCarthy, who wrote you on 
August 2? She called me a few days fi^o to say that she 
had received no instructions from you regarding the 600 
pound shipment of books we wanted to make to Hatadi for 
your Recherche Institut at Lwiro, Do write her something 
and then she will start the books on their way. cannot 
just address them to Matadi, c/o IRSAC, without^ having 
some further word from you or from Dr. Van den Berghe. 

I think it would be well if you could send her a label or 
two to affix to the shipment so that authorities in the 
Belgian Congo will recognize it at once. 

¥e are having some veiy beautiful and especially warm 
fall weather. The bright sunny days remind me of the 
several days I had at Lwiro, I wish I were there now. 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 


kialdo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLSsvb 


Derein e , Mr . Chas . 


7SA Aimm* 


Filed ! Belgian Congo 


Aiagttst 2 , 1955 


(Sii&rles Dereine 
Lil3rari««a, iBsiitut pour la 
leehercii® Sclent if iqu.© 

«a Afri^e Oentrala 
Imiro , D. INteswu 


la 0«^ll®nce with th® revest of Sr* ^do Sdwdtt , 

Head Ourator, SapaartBent of Zoolo©', aaithsonlaa Ingtltutlon, 
the last! tut p<mr la S@<iiereh 0 Scleatiflque en Afri(|ae Central® 
Lwlro (Katana), S, Sp. InhaTu, Oongo Selge, bat heen added 
to our laalling list to reoelTe all of the Smithsonian publl* 
cations as they are iaaued. 


W® are smding to you without charge, throng the Inter- 
aaticraal Sxdhiuig®*, owr 200 of Ofor pnhlleatlms wel#ii|g 
approadBat^y 600 pounde. ?h® Intematlonal BEOhaages will 
pay the shipping cargos to ^taldl. It will he necess^iry 
for you to aa&e arrangements for the shipraent from Jte’taldi 
to hwiro BtA aswnne the stolpping cjharges involved, l&ea the 
shipment l^^res here there will he sent to you via airraall 
an ocean hill of lading. 


©le sending of these hooks will he made immediately tjpon 
receipt of your reply* 


Yery truly yours, 


(tips*) Slleen K. McOartl^ 

Chief. Mstrlhatlon Section 
Mltorlal and Puhli cations Division 
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July 25, 1955 


Air Letter 

Mr. Charles Dereine, Librarian 
Institute pour la Recherche Sciaatifique 

en Aft'ique Central e 

Lwiro (Katana), D. Sp. , Bukavu, Belgian Congo 
Dear Mr, Dereine s 

I have taken up the matter of sending a full set of Snithsonian 
and National Museum publications with Mrs, Eileen McCarthy, idjo is 
in charge of the distribution of publications from this institution. 
She is getting together quite a large sending of as many back numbers 
as she can obtain and at the same time is putting you on our mail 
list for all future publications issued by any branch of the anith- 
sonian Institution, This should make good your great lack of publi- 
cations emanating fran this institution. I am glad I had the 
opportunity of learning of your need for them and of seeing that 
very wonderful libraiy building in which you plan to house the 
publications received. lou folks have done wonders in building up 
so outstanding a research institution in the Belgian Congo, 

I have also written Dr. van den Berghe along these lines and 
have raised the question about your mailing address. We have in 
our files tills one for IRSAC at Bukavu, la it under that address 
that you have received the few things that I saw on your shelves? 

If not, can you possibly ascertain where the other publications 
are going? They were but few in number and I think would only 
cover one or more of the zoological subjects, ¥hat you shall be 
getting henceforth covers all fields of science with which the 
Institution is concerned. 

My best good wishes to you and yours and our mutual friends 
at Lwiro, 

Sincerely yours, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept. ofZXoology 


WLSsvb 
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TRANSLATION 


<*> 


Institute pour la Recherche Sclentifique en Afrlque Centrale 


Lwlro (Katana), le 20 juin 1955 
D.Sp. Bukavu 


Dear Mr. Schmitt: 

Following the conversation that we had at the library 
of IRSAC, at Centre de Lwiro, last month, I take the 
liberty to send, as convenient, the list of publications 
of the Smithsonian Institution that we already have, in 
the hope that you will help us to complete it as far as 
possible. If IRSAC could become the depository of the 
collection for central Africa, that would would constitute 
a documentation of the first order for our researches. 

The annual reports of IRSAC are already bsisia being 
sent from Brussels to different sections of the Institution. 
Will you let us know those that wish to receive the 
Folia Scientifica Africae Centralis? 

Cordially yours. 


Charles Derelne 
Librarian 
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INSTITUT POUR LA 
RECHERCHE SCIENTIEIQUE 
EN AFRIQUE CENTRALE 


62*058 - B.5/7 
CD/E, 



r/irectiori 
Congo beige 


INSTITUUT VOOR 
WETENSCHAPPELUK ONDERZOEK 
IN CENTRAAE AFRIKA 


Lwiro (Katana), le 20 juin 1955* 
D.Sp.Bukavu* 


Cher Monsieur Schmitt, 


Suits k la conversation q,ue nous avons eu a la biblio- 
theque de 1*1 .H.S .A.C, , au Centre de Lwiro, le mois dernier, 
je me permets de vous faire parvenir, comme convenu, la liste 
des publications ”SMITHSOKIAN INSTITUTION” que nous possedons 
ddjk en esperant que vous voudrez bien nous aider k les com- 
pleter dans touts la mesure du possible. Si 1*1. A.S .A.C*pouyalt 
devenir depositaire de la collection pour l*Afrique centrals, 
cela constituerait une documentation de tout premier ordre 
pour nos chercheurs* 

les Rapports Annuels de l*I..t.S.A.C. , sont dejk envo- 
yes par Bruxelles aux differentes sections de l^Institution. 
Veuillez nous faire savoir celles qui desireraient recevoir 
les Folia Scientifica Africae Centralis. 


Tres cordialement vdtre. 



Charles I)E.ttiINE 
Bibliothecaire* 


Docteur Waldo L.SCHtlITT 
U.S. National Museum 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 


U.S. A« 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Annual Rpport 19^5“194-6. 

Annual Rpport of thp Unitpd States National Mu5eum.l9*+9>50,53* 

Proceedings of thp United States National Museum. 19^9 /9B, de 
323i-323^. 19^9/99, de 3235-3253. 19^9-50/100, de3254- 

3270. 1950-51/101, de 3271-3286 et 3289-3290. 1952/102, 

de 3291,3293,3297. 1953/103, de 3311-3323. 

Bulletin of the United States National Museum. N®s 50,82,99,100, 

l5l , 196 , 197 , 198 , 199 ,201 . 

Contribution of the United Stages National Museum. 199-8-5^/29, 

de 6-11. 199-9-53/30, n°s 3 et 5. 1951-53/31, n°s 1 et 2. 

Annual Report of the Bureau of American ethnology. 199-7-9-8, 199-8- 
9-9, 199-9-50, 1951-19^2. 

Bulletin of the Bureau’of American ethnology. N°s 19-3, l9-9-,l 51,155. 

Publication of the Institute of Social Anthropology. n®s 9-12 et 
n°s l5-l6. 



Dereine, Mr. Chas. 


July 25, 1955 


Air Letter 


Mr. Charles Dereine, Librarian 
Institute pour la Recherche Scientifique 

en Afrique Central e 

Lwiro (Katana), D. Sp., Bukavu, Belgian Congo 
Dear Mr. Dereine? 

I have taken up the matter of sending a full set of Smithsonian 
and National Museum publications with Mrs. Eileen McCarthy, who is 
in charge of the distribution of publications from this institution. 
She is getting together quite a large sending of as many back numbers 
as she can obtain and at the same tijst® is putting you on our mailing 
list for all future publications issued by any branch of the Smith- 
sonian Institution. This should make good your great lack of publi- 
cations emanating from this institution. I am glad I had the 
opportunity of learning of your need for them and of seeing that 
veiy wonderful library building in which you plan to house th® 
publications received. Xou folks have done wonders in building up 
so outstanding a research institution in the Belgian Congo. 

I have also written Dr. van den Berghe along these lines Md 
have raised the question about your mailing address, kfe have in 
our files this one for IRSAC at Bukavu. Is it under that address 
that you have received the few things that I saw on your shelves? 

If not, can you possibly ascertain where the other publications 
are going? They were but few in number and I think would only 
cover one or more of the zoological subjects. What you shall be 
getting henceforth covers all fields of science with which the 
Institution is concerned. 

MsT best good wishes to you and yours and our mutual friends 
at Lwiro. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept. ofZaEoology 


WLS:vb 



de Saeger, It. H. 


October 1955 


Air Letter 


Dr. H. de Saeger 

Secretaire du C3oraite de Direction 
Institut des Parcs Nationaux da Congo Beige 
Rae Mont oyer, 21, Bruxelles, Belgium 

Dear de Saeger; 

Thank you for your good letter of Septeciber 9 
and the addresses of the conser^ateurs of your National 
Parks who were so helpful to me and the mesabers of our 
party, I could enjoy being there and with them at this 
very racasent. The Congo is a very wonderful part of the 
world, and the National Parks the best part of it. 

Although Dr. Baker also received a eqpy of that 
list of unidentified insects idien we called on you in 
Brussels, I wanted our own division of insects to have 
a copy on file. Between our two organizations working 
together we shall probably be able to do more for you 
than otherwise. The more people who know of the groups 
needing attention the better. 

Getting identifications these daya is a slow matter, 
but sooner or later sane specialist here will want to 
see more material in sane group listed by you, and then 
we *11 make headway. 

I thank you again for the list and the addresses. 

With kind regards to you and yoursstaff at Rue 
Montoyer , 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Sol unit t 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


M.Ssvb 


de Saeger, H. 


Dr, J, Gates CDLarke Sept, 30, 1955 


Waldo L, Sohraitt 


Attached lists of determinations needed by H, Be Saeger of the Hational 
Parks of the Belgian Congo 


Ton may have seen the accompanying lists. Dr. Baker brought one back 
with him from the Belgian Congo and I have secured a second copy so that you 
may have one on file in your division. As with eveiyone else, they would 
like to get unnamed material determined and, though we canijot undertake it 
to any great degree, there are often groups that may appeal to one or more 
of the local specialists when they base on studies tiiat tliey have in progress, 

f 

Some of these groups are represented by very few specimens and so the 
task in those eases might not prove too difficult and yet worth the time 
for the interest that African material may have for us. I see nothing in 
your line and I don't euppose that makes you unliappy. 





TELEGRAM RECEIVED BY AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERil^ LEOPOLDVILLE 


FROM : DEPT 

NO : 101 

DATE: APRIL 14, 1955 


REFERENCE YOUR 92 SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION INFORMS DEPARTMENT 
PRIVATE FUNDS AVAILABLE TO FINANCE EXPEDITION PRD DR SCHMITT 
LEADER OF EXPEDITION UPON ARRIVAL WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR PAYMENT OF SHIPMENT AND OTHER EXPENSES CONNECTED WITH 


EXPEDITION 


DULLES 


DUMVILLE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


BOX 5 59 5 • FRIENDSHIP HEIGHTS 

WASHINGTON 16, D. C. 


CABLE ADDRESS 
DUMVI 


TELEPHONE 

EMrsn 2-9197 
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HEINRICH ACTINOSCOPE 




CHASIS MODEL 

Illustrated at the left Is type of wand 
used for the Heinrich Actinoscope chasls 
model. Only the detector tube is housed 
in this unit, the other components being 
connected by special shielded cable tn a 
hamertone case with indicator bulb easily 
removable for replacement. Models are 
sealed and are factory serviced free for 
shipping charges for a period of three 
years after date of purchase provided no 
components have been carelessly damaged 
by mishandling or direct application of 
excessively high voltages or magnetic or 
radioactive fields. 

In the lower left illustration ai^ shown 
halftones of the small chasls model less 
battery and the large chasis model with 
self contained battery prefered by sane 
lecturore because it is more easily por- 
table. 

The Dumville Manufacturing Company, fam- 
ous for its development and production 
of the well known Dumville Electronics 
Educator is proud to offer this new 
instrument to science. Write for prices. 


HANDSOME RAMEP.TONE CASES HOUSING 
ACTINOSCOPE COMPONENTS 


WAND USED WITH CHASIS MODEL ACTINOSCOPE 


TYPICAL PURCHASERS OF THE DUMVILLE ELECTRONICS EDUCATOR 

ARMED SERVICES - United States Department of Defense 

COLLEGES - INDUSTRIAL AND VOCATIONAL ARTS DEPARTMENTS 

Connecticut, Hartford; Ward School of Electronics 
Connecticut, Hartford, Hi 1 Iyer College 
Massachusetts, Fitchburg, State Teachers College 
Massachusetts, South Lancaster, Atlantic Union Coll, 

COLLEGES - DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Illinois, Wheaton, Wheaton College 
Indiana, Richmond, Earlham College 
Indiana, Terre Haute, State Teachers College 
Indiana, Valparaiso, Valparaiso University 
Indiana, Purdue, Purdue University (user of old 
model of inventory early conceptions 
prior to present patent-applied- for system) 
Michigan, Western Michigan College of Education 
Missippi, Ml 11 saps College 
New York, Utica, Syracuse University 
West Virginia, Keyser, Potomac State College 
Wisconsin, Stevens Point, State College 

COLLEGES - I^^partment of Education (Science), 

California, San Francisco State College 

HIGH SCHOOLS 

California, Palo Alto, Senior H. S, 

Illinois, Belleville, H, S, 

Illinois, Chicago, Dunbar Evening Trade School, 

Board of Education of Chicago 
Maine, Fort Kent, Conmunity H. S, 

Negada, Lovelock, Pershing H. S, 

N. T, , Herkimer, Steuben School Shop Center 
Board of Education of Herkimer 
N. Y. , Glens Falls, Queenshury Public School 
Virginia, Richmond, Virginia Mechanics Institute 
Board of Education of Richmond 
Virginia, Williamsburg, Mathew ^Vhaley School 

(famous former demonstration school for 
William and Mary College) 

Wisconsin, Vocational Department, Board of Education 


UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS ABOUT THE DUMVILLE TRAILING DEVICES 

“I believe you are rendering a very valuable service to all educa- 
tion through the development of the splendid teaching equipment 
which you have originated in the field of electronics, and I hope 
that it will meet with increasing success as time goes on. Thanks 
again for writing to me." Customer, President of College 

"A very fine device — " Military officer when placing order, 

"We are well pleased with the EE panel and set of components, 
and want to thank you personally for going out of your way to make 
these hoards up for us. "Physics Professor regarding custom order, 

"If you wish I could write him a note about your past record of 
good practice and your pride in offering only a good product." 
Senior Jesuit Father, Missionary College in India. 

"We are more than pleased with our cabinet model Electronics 

Educator One of my students built a transmitter and was 

talking to New York over four hundred miles in half hour from time 
he started construction of the transmitter fran your EE oompone nts. 
Industrial Art Teacher at famous demonstration school. 

"This device is naked It doesn't hide a wire from the student.*" 

Physios Professor af promlneht Eastern College. 

"My son has appropriated the Model 1101 kit recently purchased of 
you, I want one for my college physics, so please enter my order 
for shipment by express as soon as convenient for the following; 
" Chairman, Physics Department, College 

"Your actinoscope Intrigues me." Professor of Physics, University 

"I very definitely auprove of the work that you are doing and w*41d 
he delighted to cooperate in any possible way," Scientist-manufac- 
turer. 

"I have found that your kits are wonderful aids in teaching elec- 
tricity and would like to know more about the basic kit." Chairman, 
Physics Department, University 

"Its a fine board for its purpose, and we hope to be able to make 
good use of it." Professor of Physics, College 


DUMVILLE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

iOX SS95 • FRIiNDSNIP HIiaNTf 
WASHINGTON 16, D. C. 



EUCTRORICS EDRCRTOR 



A FEW OF THE CIRCUITS 
TriodePowif Anpldief 
Pentode Powt Ainpidief 
The Votume Control 
Tiiode Voltaie AH.Iifiei 
Two Stage Aedio Ai.liiier 
Dynamic Tube Chmacleiiitics 
Sowcesof Bias 
The Cipacitfli 
Pentode Vottage Amplilief 
The Tone Control 
Shielded Sfnal Uadt 
Thne Stage Andio Aa.litwr 
HaH-waee Rectdier 
Pr-scctwn Filler Iktwoih 


POSSIBLE WITH KIT ONE 

Characteristics of Meter movement. 

The VoUmeter 
The Ammeter 
AC Measmmeids 
Seres Type Ohmmcter 
Impedance of Ohmeters 
Simple Aedio Oscillator 
Parallel Tuned Circuits 
Series Tuned Cncurts 
Simple Ratio Receiver 
R-F Amplifier 
Grid Bias Detector 
Remote Cutoff Tube 
TRF Rooemcf 


(Prices subject to change without notioe) 

PRICES F. 0. B. WASHINGTON, D.C. 

FQSniASTER: IHEIN AND FOIVAIOINC FOSTADE 6DAIANTEEI. 




-FOR REI.EASE 




NEW DUMVILLE DEVICE SUBSTITUTE FOR GEIGER COUNTER AS DEMONSTRATOR 

THE HEINBJCH ACTINOSCOPE 

A national association of physics teachers received with great 
enthusiasm Heinrich* s demonstration of his newly discovered ac- 
tinoscope. The Heinrich Actinoscope uses the property of gas 
discharge tubes under the influence of ionizing radiation to 
accomplish its interesting feats for class room deHionstration 
purposes. Mr. S. H. Dumville, an old friend of the inventor, was 
delighted when the inventor without solicitation on the part of 
the Dumville Manufacturing Company offered this Instrument firm 
the honor of exclusive development, production, and sales rights 
to the fascinating device. 


DUMVILLE MFG. CO. 

-A company whose 
controlling stock 
is owned by teachers 

-A company dedicated 
to the defense of the 
free peoples of the 
world and the defense 
of America 

-A company dedicated 
to furthering ideals 
of American education 


A tube of a higher firing potential is used as the receiver, s^hen 
exposed to ionization radiation it will show through a network 
of electronic canponents the presence of such radiation by caus- 
ing another indicator to demonstrate the presence of the radia- 
tion. By proper shielding this can be achieved for a selected 



WAND-TIPE HEINRICH ACTINOSCOPE 


The Heinrich Actinoscope is not designed for quantitative work but as a demonstrator. 
This must be kept in mind in discussion with students. Experimentation has not shown 
it useful as a detector for mineral ore sources, though the company believes that fur- 
ther research and improved circuitry might make it at least valuable in this area for 
demonstration use. The actinoscope differs from all published works prior to its intro- 
duction in principle. Attempts to produce this type of indicator are reported as early 
as 1934. It is doubtless desirable to include in a general science or general physics 
course a demonstration of X-rays. Colleges may often obtain an X-ray machine literally 
for the asking from commercial suppliers. However, the effectiveness of the demonstra- 
tion is sharply reduced by the difficulties encountered in proving the existence 
of invisible radiation. 


The classical detector is the electroscope whose discharge serves as an indicator for 
the presence of ionizing radiation. However, in damp weather an electroscope discharges 
anyhon; and the embarassed instructor has to give a sales talk concerning the increased 
speed of discharge. Outside of this difficulty the electroscope is, as a rule, a small 
instrument not readily visible in a large audience or class assembly. Projection of 
the electroscope deprives the demonstration of its directness. Applying the fluores- 
cence of a suitable substance as a detector is not strikingly strong and requires too 
a certain time for visual accomodation, at lea,st for the majority of observers. Photo- 
multipliers can be used to increase the effect, but here again the directness of the 
demonstration suffers. The vast majority of American colleges shy away from expensive 
geiger type detectors which can be used only a few times per year. Also with geiger 
type devices an ever present effect has to be discounted which effect is at least to 
the novice not always convincing. Other devices require extensive secondary equipment 
such as iCBiization chambers, dosimeters, color changes, PH changes, resistance changoq 
and photographic effects. 

The actinoscope is a cheap, self contained, fairly rugged, and dramatic demonstration 
device. For its specific use, it does not necessarily have to be quantitative; in fact 
it could be considered an advantage if it were alternative, that is reacting to radia- 
tion above a certain level in one way, and to less or no radiation in an other way. 

In operation the receiving end of the actinoscope is placed near an ordinary X-ray tube. 
The high voltage current is applied to the X-ray tube. The instructor immediately has 
a dramatic and highly interesting effect produced in full view of his whole class. It 
is very interesting to obtain an actinoscope and expose it to this type of radiation. 

The Dumville Manufacturing Company believes that there is a large field of development 
oj)en for those who are interested in indicators for other electromagnetic oscillations. 
Shields can be found which are on the one hand selective enough and on the other hand 
compatible with the functioning of the actinoscope. The company solicits inquiry as 
well as sharing of any discoveries with those who experiment in its use. 

DUMVILLE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
• o* ss.s • riiiNDSNir niignts 
WASHINGTON 1., 0, C. 

At th. natlon’t 
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ESTAIUSHEO 1802 


E. I. DU Pont de Nemours 51 Company 

INCORPORATED 

Stine Laboratory 
Newark, Delaware 

GRASSELLI CHEMICALS DEPARTMENT 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
liead Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smith s on i an Institution 
Washington 25^? D. C. 

Dear Doctor Schmitt: 


Dovemher 20^ 





m I'-i Q r 
j_ ii d 11 


yOu for your letter of hoveinber 9 vhich 
you oiTfered to collect soils in the Society Islands. We 
vould he glad to receive and test any soils you might 
collect there if the Smithsonian Institution and all other 
interested parties -waive all rights with respect to the 
samples and any useful products ■^fhich may result from them. 
This is the same unde rs tandinm we had. with the xlfrican a,nd 
the West Indies soils. 


You are Yei'j kind with your good wishes. I hope 
I will he able to accept your invitation to visit you at 
the Institution before you leave for the South Seas. 


Sincerely yours 

J. VI. McGahen 

Animal Medicine Section 



BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING 


• • • 


THROUGH CHEMISTRY 



McGahen, J. W. 


October 19, 1956 


Mr. J. M. McGahen 

Animal Medicine Section 

E. I. DuPont de Saaours & Ctompany 

Stine Laboratory 

Newark, Delaware 

Itear Mr. McGahen j 

On October 9, 1956 we shipped you the 38 soil saj^les 
which I had gathered in the lifest Indies, and I write at 
this time to ask you if, in the bottom of either one or 
both of the boxes, you found some ll* or 15 canvas sacks 
without the plastic ©avering, kfe took that number of bottom 
samples from our various anchorages, ai^where from a table- 
spoonful to a cupful of bottom material. These samples were 
collected for foraminifera. l'»e have been unable to locate 
them among the other material brought back, and therefore, 
fear they were sent to you along with the soil samples through 
an inadvertence, Do check over idiat we send you and let me 
know whether we should look further afiald for the "lost*' 
bottom saiqples. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed a self-addressed 
franked envelope %dji<di requires no postage. 

Sincerely, 


End. 

WLSieek 


«aldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



MoGaheny J« H. 


October 5 , 1956 


A al aial Medicine Section 
I. 1. da-Boat d« Bescars «= Os!^s«f 
Stine Lafeor«t0,iy 
laiiark, Delawe 

!^®r McGahaai 

Mlth this i® ©or official iawice ecwring the ship" 
uicat of ife« 38 ^st ladlaa soil agarics tbat I collactad 
this sprlaf la the coarse of an ©xpaditioE sponsored hy 
Mr. J. Iredia, the sa»e fe»tl«sa «teo Mde possll^® 

the S«lthaonl®a fj^dltioR to the Coufo ifcicto retormd 
the saaples that Mr. Ifelf was aorkiag idth. I have been 
in cownoaication with Ur. Wweler in the BepartMoi of 
Agrleoltore, who tells ae that fee has also dropped |®o a 
line shoot tfeese sables wfelcfe be has pemitted »e to send 
:^o direct. 

I tto hope that yoo aay find soaetfelag in thea® sa»« 
pies, ai^ I SK wEderii^ if «aytfei«f was tor»ei op in 
those fPOiB ^e Congo. Hr. Bredla has asii^d ■« several 
ti»®s if I had heard from Mr. «alf , bat I know i»w louf 
so»e of these stodies take. la oor work are several 

eases the report followed eoUectioaa of the aaterlal 

by som twenty years, I wish yo« lock with liiat I have 
sent. 

Sincerely, 


laid© L. Schi^tt 
lead Corator 
Departoeidi of Zoology 

^nd. 

■MluSieek 

10/5/56 



Vblf , Dale B» 
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ESTABLISHED 1802 


E. I. DU Pont de Nemours & Company 


INCORPORATED 


Wilmington 98, Delaware 


GRASSELLI CHEMICALS DEPARTMENT 


EXPERIMENTAL STATION 


January 9, 1956 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

The soil sanqjles which you shipped have been received. 
We have examined them and they appear to be in 
excellent condition. We certainly thank you for your 
care in handling and shipping these soils. 

As you have requested, we will autoclave samples 59, 

75 and 78 and return them to you. 

Your cooperation in supplying these soil samples is 
appreciated, and we hope that our examination of them 
indicates that they contain new and valuable materials. 


Very truly yours 



DEW:Q 


Dale E. Wolf, Manager 
Agricultural Chemicals Section 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING . . . THROUGH CHEMISTRY 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 


PUANT QUARANTINE BRANCH 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Decesiber 13, 1955 


Mr. Dale E. Wolf 

B. I. du Font de Memours & Com^my 
Grasselll Cheoicals Bapartaient 
Building 268, ii3q}eriaent Station 
Viladlngtoa 93, Deleorare 

Dear Mr. Wolf: 

We have received your letter of December 7 in further 
reference to the soil samples collected in Africa by Dr. 
Waldo L. Schfflitt, Ifead Curator, Department of Zoology, B. S 
Kational Museum, and uhich are in the possession of tMs 
office pending disposition. 

2h vieir of your assurance that the soils will be handled 
with all necessary precautions including tiie sterilisation 
of all residues, eipipment and solutions at the termination 
of your studies, ve are releasing the soil samples for 
delivery to you at the Experiment Station. 


Very truly yours, 




W. H. Wheeler, Head 
Nursery Stock Section 


Gc : Dr. W. L. Schmitt 
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December 8, 1955 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmidt: 

Thank you veiry much for your letter to which you attached 
the previous correspondence regarding the soil samples 
collected in the Belgian Congo. We have received a letter 
from Dr. W. H. Wheeler of the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
and have assured him that we will take the necessary pre- 
cautions in handling the samples. 

From the standpoint of damage to the samples, no special 
precautions are necessary in shipping them to us with the 
exception that care should be taken to see that they are 
not overheated. It is, of course, also very necessary that 
they are packed in such a way that none of the soil is 
spilled. 

We appreciate your suggestions with regard to a name if we 
find something worthwhile in the soils and will certainly 
keep these in mind. 

We look forward to receiving the samples. 


Very truly yours. 



Dale E. Wolf, Manager 
Agricultural Chemicals Section 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING . . . THROUGH CHEMISTRY 



Meember 1^; 1955 




1. Wolf 

Font de Hesiours & Compariy 
Grassolli diesicals Department 
Building 26Bj^ Experisieatal Station 


%f4 
■m 


Imington, Delatmre 


Bear Mr, Wolf 




folks Mm taken a considerable weight off 

ind with the acceptance ©f the soil samples colleetod 
for the greater part in the Belgian Congo and a smll part 
in the Sodan in the course of the Siaithsonian-Bredin 
Expedition tills past April, Ma^, and June (list enclosed). 

In this laail, or within a day or two# you will hear 
frois Ur. Willis SI, Wheeler regarding the conditions set 
up by the C, S* department of Agriculture under which the 

; of raw, imfumigated saaplei of soil is permitted, 
HU. as Br* Wheeler releases the samples t© ise I shall 
forward them to you, I sliall endeavor to protect them 
against undue cold, and ask the express company not to 
leave them a^und in an unheated place. If there Is any 
cimnce tliat freezing would harm the samples, please warn 
¥© can then await more moderata outdoor tempeMturas 
than obtain at present, Under any clrcmatances, 1 shall 
not be able to send the samples on until Dr. Wheeler gets 
your reply to ’ * - ■ * - 




will no doubt have heard eome thing about these 
ir, BJofviEon. With this I am sending you 
the other pertinent corr&spoiiderie© regarding them, The 


sajiples are being 




with no strings of 


kind attached 


I am hopeful that you may find something worthwhile 
in one or sore of these tolls, should you be looking for 
a name for scmething new, Mr, Bredin, who made the expedi- 
tion possible, his wife Octavia, or little daughter 
Antonia (most recent addition to the family), or, more 
remotely, James Saiithson, who founded this Institution, 
might be considered, I do not want to do a lot of foolish 
anticipating, but I am holding a good thought! 

Sincerely, 


Snc. 

¥LS:IMc 


Waldo I», Schiaitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



/ 


cc: Mr, Bruce Bredin 
Wilmington, Del, 
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November 29, 1955 


Mr, W, L, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 23, D, C, 

Dear Mr, Schmitt: 


Thank you very much for your letter of 


November 25, 1955, in which you express a desire 
to have the du Pont Company test soil samples 
collected on your recent Belgian Congo Expedition, 


The du Pont Company will be happy to 


accept and test these samples with the understanding 
that the Smithsonian Institution, and other interested 
parties, waive all rights with respect to the soil 
samples and any useful products which may result from 
them. Your letter indicates that such an arrangement 
would be a satisfactory basis on which to proceed. 


Accordingly, it is requested that the samples. 


along with all future correspondence, be sent to Dr, 
Dale E. Wolf, E. I, du Pont de Nemours & Company, 
Grasselli Chemicals Department, Building 268, Experi 
mental Station, Wilmington, Delaware, It would be 
appreciated if you would send a copy of previous 
correspondence on these samples to Dr, Wolf, 


Thank you for your consideration in this 


matter 


Yours very truly. 


A I 

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 



ASB:K 
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BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING . . .THROUGH CHEMISTRY 



Filed: Belgian Congo 
Re Biotic assay 


riOTCrafeei* 25# 15^55 


WT, A. S. 

Keirtlopre^Sft ^partBeat 

E. I. dii font tf® ieaxjiirs * Oo, 

'*llffiiiigt©n s w$j^e 

Deisr Kr. Bjesroioa* 

MJ-. irne© lr«dia iiM kindlsr £ormr^ at yow letttr of iovtabtr 21, 
eonceraiag th« toll saisples I gati^rtii lo Afrlc* for biotic 
jfbattver iRMrWi they aif hart for ®to, atdicint, the prcstlft of tbe .jaith- 
mnni an iftsfeltiitloo » dati tl»e eaKMBditioa tpoiitored kgr Mr. Srtdia, I iroold be 
very bappy to bare tbe® exaained »ao strings atts<^ed,« Witbeot proper exaal- 

nation are of »o nse to «Byor». 




^ 9 * 4 - 




Therefcr®. irom the tenor of yoor letter that yon will accept 

t hw . for wtoich I m doXy fratefnl, I sball ask ftr. l^llis H. liieeler, ^ S, 
pepartaent of Agricdtore, in wtoc^e custex^ the oaaples still are, to get to 
touch with you at his early oonwnience. 

Bio—asseys are estpensiwe aod tiae mMosuaing and neither the- I^titutioo 
wr welf is in a position to laadertake th«. In the copies of the previous 
ettera wrlttan about Utm9 saai}l«a-'-whi«to copies Mr. Bredin passed on to you~- 
iwas not specifically asking for any financial return, tough I did ^r®i8 

nop® \hat the Institution and its Bredin ?«*d for foqploJEution aight merit 

^iiae eoi^iberation in case worthwhile di8<»v^le8 tould develop. % to way, 
tb»se 'wirbon copies, aside fre® the enclosed list of ssB^les, be of aiy 
'tfawl3ie to yotsr files? 




• •Be'- 


*ri- -i •. 


'^ifKLeaee rest assured tot no ••strings’* whatsoever are attached to to 
"’i^les which you will receive in due course to® Br. toeler. 

■,n.Tjrmnr is that thi^ .Kaj pTom ««>rth your time sod interest and perhaps 
~|f^l4 ii‘'»ew and useful aatibiotie preparation. 

5,' • .t . . 

"'■' Sincerely, 


. t -r 






yaldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
ikspartraent of Zoology 
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E. I. DU Pont de Nemours & Co 


ESTABLISHED 1802 



DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 


Wilmington, Delaware 



Mr. Bruce Bredln 
Box 87 

Wilmington, Delaware 


Dear Mr, Bredin: 


Your letter from W. L, Schmitt 


Smithsonian Institution, and attached correspondence 
on soil samples from Belgian Congo Expedition, has 
been referred to me. 

The du Pont Company is equipped to screen 
soil samples for antibiotic activity. However, our 
practice is to accept soil samples without any strings 
attached. We would be glad to test these Belgian 
Congo samples on that basis. In case such arrangement 
is not satisfactory, it is suggested that a contact be 
made with a company such as Chas. Pfizer, who are very 
active in testing of soil samples and might perhaps 
have different policies with respect to prior commit- 
ments. 


Thank you very much for bringing this 


matter to our attention 


Yours very truly 


^ . 

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 



ASB:K 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING . . . THROUGH CHEMISTRY 





aaithsonian Instltuticn 

Attn: Dr, laMo Schiaitt 

Processing 8 rolls #120 size E 
@ | 1,25 per roll. 


Color Film 





G, E. Foreman 
5^2 First St., N. E. 
lashingtm 11, D. C. 


Frankl Color Labs 



FRANKL. 


Filed: Belgian gongo (Film) 









W 


J0 


WM 




V- 


jf|«il^ if 

^ n 'M i 



2015 L STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6 • D. C. 
STERLING 3-7361 


i'ir, .valdo L .jj-aiml tc 
lie ad ilu rator 
departirient of Zoology 
U Z Wat-ionai i%seum 
Wasl'iincton., D C 


Door Mr. Scmitt: 


^fharz^ you for advising us regarding your payinen 


•V-. i 


Ze find that your check pl.OO uas received on July 8. The 
statement >Ja3 sent to you in error, 
check ifiich we are returninc to you. 
inccnvenience we have caused. 


Enclosed is your second 
I .am very sorry for the 


Ttianii you for your cooperation. 
Zincerelv, 

V' 

•/ 

; 
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Gittens, S. R, Co. 
Filed: Belgian Congo 


Iferoh 21, 19 ^ 


S. H« Gittem 
1^0 St, 

PMlsulftlphia 3» Pa* 

AtterrfcloR} ittss CMstelitti 

Dear Miss Chisholms 

I caimot begin to thaiflc jm for ymr giwt klisiness In 
sending m so pra«f>tlj the two poaads of Silicom Patty, and 
at t hat Yery speoial prioe* I haYe be«n ben’eft of a ®©cr«- 
taiy for th© |mst two weeks and haY© had difflcalty in 
attending to even tte most uxgent correspooience, but I am 
not aiSBdndfiil of Ids© great favor that you have done ms. 

As I ®icplained, I want to take tidls Bouncing Patty to 
the Belgian Coi^o became of it® novelty and the gmat 
effect that it will have on the native trib«s whcm we shall 
encwinter, ¥© ax® primarily going to stnc^f th® iiwerfcebrate 
life of the arm and not the Mg game animals that ereryone 
else goes after, and for aesist^m in csiLleotii^ we have to 
win the natives* gmd will. It is true that they are cpdte 
sophisticated ttose days and expect monetary payamit, but 
nothii^ goes over so well as a novelty ®u<di as ymr Silicom 
Putty. Tmde good® as such are out, and so I am awfully 
glad for the help tlmt you are ^ving us In this cormection. 


Too may have received laa official order blank fr«B the 
Imtitutlon, and I hope ere IcHJg the ehedk covering the cost. 

Sincerely yours. 


WLSchmitt; eek 


¥®ldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


9 


3/s / iTs 
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Mr. Graf, Acting Secretaiy 
Waldo L, Sclmltt 


HcGregor memorandum 


In lieu of a separate memorandum for the Secretary, esqplaining my 
failure to call upon the director of custma in Usumbura, I attach a 
carbon of my letter to Mr. McGregor setting forth the circumstances of 
that unfortunate misadventure. 


^ <$0*^4177 ^ G-, 


July 18, 1955 


Air Kail 


Mr, Eobert Q. McCregor 
American Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr, McGregors 

I have carefully read that Foi^ign Service Despatch (Department’s 
CA-6593, March 31, 1955) concerning the Saithaonian Bredin lipedition 
and appreciate your forthrightness and plain speaking, I would that I 
could make amends for all the trouble I gave you in connection with our 
recent ®iq)edition and its many problems of one kind or another, I ssy 
now as I have before and shall again that no one could have done more, 
and few would have attempted and accmplished as much, as you did in 
our behalf. 

The failure to see Mr, ?anhee, as you advised me by wire to Lwiro, 
was just one of those things. You have no idea how I felt inside when 
we were lining things up at Qabiro, preparatory to crossing the border 
the next day, idien it dawned on me that we did not have that transit 
paper. If it had been humanly possible to have gone back for it, it 
would have been done but it was two days back by auto and there was no 
plane to be had for love car money and the biweekly Nile steamer was 
leaving #uba on May 29. You did say tha Mr. Yanhee knew about us and 
iK)uld be able to help us (I do not have your wire before me, it’s packed 
with papers yet to arrive by surface mail from Cairo), From letters frcro 
the office, I had gathered that despite great efforts on the part of the 
State D^ar^ent clearance of our outfit could not be obtained. After 
all our experiences with Customs, (and all connected with that service 
proved that they were as sympathetic and helpful within their means and 
regulations as could be) I did not expect to receive more than similar 
courtesy at Usumbura. Besides, everyone about us was talking Mcitumba 
where we would be crossing the border into Uganda. But that Is not the 
reason I didn't go. It may have pjpoduced a psychological block but there 
were moments, after I realized too late that I’d missed seeing Mr, Yanhee, 
that I would liave given my right hand to have made good the oversight. 

As I wrote you the visit Dr*. Sexton and I paid Dr. Harroy put the Yanhee 
call entirely out of my mine, IS*. %ker and young Sexton, »dio were left 
behind in Bukavu to follow us to Uviro, switched signals and joined us 
again at Astrida. 





•> 2 -~ 


Earlier in Bukavu we had checked our supplies and equipment, especially 
film, with your wire before us, Ik*. Sexton, who handled that end of things 
for the expedition, totted xip all the exposed and unexposed film at Mr, 
Thornton* s request because he insisted that such an estimate was needed for 
the Customs man at the border so that he would have the necessary funds on 
hand to refund our deposit less the dxtties incurred. Though he took care 
of the film stocks and the use thereof and was also cognisant of your 
instructions and wire, I am not shirking the full responsibility for our 
failure to visit the Customs office in Usumbura, 

The figures given ISiomtou were supposed to account for the film for 
which you assumed responsibility. The formalin-alcohol mixture in the tanks 
of specimens and the cheese cloth used in wrapping the specimenv was accepted 
as representing the amount not left in the formalin bottles or in that bolt 
of cloth. Though we still had some unused formalin the tax was paid on all 
the declared formalin because it saved hunting through boxes for it, I 
believe the materials declared in both the Stanleyville and Leopoldville 
shipments were accounted for to the Customs man's satisfaction. We had with 
us the transit documents received in Leopoldville and Stanl^rville except 
the one left with you covering the film brought in to Leopoldville. These, 
the Customs man kept to mail to Leopoldville though I wanted to send than 
to you direct. 

D.r, Lambrecht, with whom I became acquainted during his sojourn in 
the States, told us at Lwiro that he would be in Kakitumba the day we 
passed through and though the Customs man there spoke English quite well, 
Lambrecht rendered great help as interpreter? otherwise we might not have 
come through with so little delay. 

It so happened that I did not sit in at the Kakitumba discussions 
to any extent because it was the day after I was bitten "by the snake that 
got away" in Kagera Park. I had a shot of antivenin the same night in the 
index finger of ray left hand, and it was still hurting like the dickens 
all the next day. At Kakitumba aQ.1 I felt like doing and did was to walk 
up and down outside, surreptitiously wringing my hands and left finger. 

I think the antivenin which Dr, Sexton obtained from the superintendent 
of the Park caused me more pain and after effects than anything the snake 
did. The finger subsequently showed signs of infection, but that's long 
past except for a slight stiffness in the last joint. It is getting 
better by the day? the only evidence remaining of the event is that the 
nail is being pushed forward and off by a new one forming underneath. 

As I wrote you in the letter mailed at Khartoum, I shall be glad to 
make good any charges, duties, or penalties that may be assessed against 
us or you. That statanent I find Dr, Caaraichael confirms in so many words 
in his letter of June 2? to the Secretary of State written before my return 
to the office. The whole business is worse than two snake bites, because 



3 


a bite would only cause rae some inconvenience, but mg' failure to see 
Mr, Vanhee at Usumbura embarrassed, and made trouble for you and 
others, the last thing in the world that I wanted to happen. I*m 
still more than grateful to you for all you did for us, 

1 

I never did get all the shrimps and crabs I»d set my heajrt on, 
but I got a nice collection of mammals, a better one of fishes, in 
part fran Lakes Edward, Albert, and Tanganyka and the lava samples 
in which our geological department was so interested. But Baker’s 
success with the mites, as tiny as th^ are, more than offsets the 
lack of quantity in my collections. 

It was, all said and done, a memorable expedition, fhank you 
again! My good wishes and the best of good luck to you and yours, 
the itobert losts, and others at the Consulate and the American Club. 


Sincerely 


Maldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 



^CSohmitt jvb 



Hr. Graf 


Marcel 2, 1955 


Waldo Schmitt 


Request for services of Roy Sexton, Jr. as photographer for Smithsonian-Bredi 

Fx^^edition 

Dear Mr, Graf; 

The attached letter is self explanatory. We would like very much 
to have Roy L. Sexton, Jr, with us on the trip to assist with the filming 
of the expedition and specimens collected. His fare to Africa is being 
provided from other sources. We will hire Mm, so to speak, for expenses 
only in Africa, from Leoi>oldville to Cairo. This letter slx>uld make it 
possible for him to obtain the necessary leave from the army. Please 
help us out. 


Sincerely yours. 



Co«53:^di»g General Leonard D. Keaton 
Walter Reed Arisy Medical Center 
Maaaington, D. C* 

Dear General Heaton: 

Tfeia Institytlon ia sponaorliig the SBlthaoniaii-Bredin 
Belgian Congo Expedition for the purpoae of siwi^ing tije inverte- 
brate life of that area, ijartieularly aites, tleks, and fleas, 
tJieir plant and antoal hosts, terrestrial and fresh water 
Crostacea, nollusks and fish* Dr. Waldo L. Sclmitt, head curator 
of aoology in the United States iational Museum iiill be in charge 
of trei field work and will p^r^nally be concerned with the 
aquatic invertebrates. The eetoparasltas will be looked after by 
Ur. Edi^rd Baker, acarologist of the United States F^tepaurteent of 
Agriculture. 

Ab we also wisFi to keep a photo-record of the e>q)editlon*s 
operations ai^ of the animals collected and studied in the field, 
we have urgent need of an caqperienced scientific photographer. 

Many of anirials and parasites in Wbieh we are especially 
interested are of small, often microscopic, siae,and very diffi- 
cult subjects to photograph in life and in their natu^tl habitats. 

Your F^r. toy L, Sexton, dr, chief of tee photo-iaboratoary 
at th© Array Medical Center, is known to us for Ms unusual com- 
petence in f-edical and alcro-pbotography. For tliese reesons we 
write you in the hop# tiiat you and your Service may be able to 
cooperate with the Sraithswsian to the extent of granting Mr, 

Sexton official leave of absence for the purpose of participating 
in the expedition as staff photographer. He would be expected 
to report in Leopoldville, where tei® e;iq}edit ionary i^ty will 
ass«rjble, on April 11 and should be able to return to l^shington 
via Cairo, Fgypt by June 22. His ®Xf>ense3, travel and subsistence 
for the duration of his stay in Africa, »K>uld be borne ly this 
Institution, wiiieh lasuld also supply all necessary ptotographic 
supplies. 




The lower fowss of aateal life of the Belgian Congo are 
b«t poorly, if at all, represented in the study eollections of 
the Onited States flatlonal Husem, expect to aiaterially 
enhance the scientific worth and ispcrtance of the riational 
Collections with the "fruits’* of this expedition. You are well 
aware of the fact that Kany of these invertebrates are also of 
great econosuic Isiportance fre^ botii a mdical and agricultural 
point of view. 

Both our organizations should have much to gain in learning 
more about the forms of sniKal life to be Investigated, and 
their distribution in ti,ie Belgian Conp>, He therefore sincerely 
tope that Mr. Sexton may be mtle available to us for the dura- 
tion of this eaqsedition. 

?ery truly yours. 


J. E. Graf 
Actii^ Secretary 


=4ScliBitt{yb 





Green , Malcolm 
Filed? Belgian Congo 


AIR MAIL 


fferch 21, 1955 


ffr. Malcolm Green 
2U Ellesmere Rd, 
Ifenchester 21, England 

Dear Malcolm? 


I have beai Mgllgent when it coitus to keeping you posted as 
to ray movements and -whereabouts, I had hoped to see you last sum- 
mer when I was in France, but did not get the chance then, nor 
have I had the opportunity since of writing you. It so happens 
that a trip -fco the Belgian Congo has intervened and taken prac- 
tically all ircr spare tijws, both day and night. In connection 
with -tMs expedition, I shall be passing through London and 
Brussels, and on my -way to London, I want to stop in Manchester 
for the better part of a day, I believe the plane departs from 
lynches ter about seven o’clock for London, and we arrt-ve some 
time in the morning. The final time has not yet been furnished 
me, but I shall be arri-vlng at -fche Airport in the early forenoon 
of March 28, All I may need from you is some directions as -to 
how to reach you at home or at your place of buslmss, I do 
want -bo see you for at least a few racmients and meet the family. 
Don’t put yourself out under any circumstances. If it would be 
convenient, I -would like to have lunch with you downtown, for all 
I know you may live miles out, but here’s hopii^ that we can have 
at least a few moments together, 

I have never forgotten your many kindnesses to me in Brazil 
in -those early days. lou did give me the lowdown on the country 
aixi the people -which stood me in good stead not only on that occa- 
sion but on subsequent trips -to South America, 

Best ever to you and yours, 

Sincerely, 


¥I.Sehj«dtt i esk 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



Haberle, M. L. 


iti* ♦ m 


Noveaber 8, 19^5 


Mr. M. L. Haberle 
Belgian Line Incorporated 
63 Broad Street 
Hew lork U» Neir Tork 

Bear Mr. Haberle: 

Yoar two preyioos letters to ae, regarding cimrgea against 
Be or the expedition which I headed to the Belgian Congo, were 
turned over to the local International Travel Office of the 
A.A.A.> 1712 0 Street, H. ¥, Hr, Jmes H. Cowan is the aanager 
of our Washington branch. I have no doubt but tdiat thej are 
looking into the matter but I regret that you have had no 
acknowledginent trm thm covering the receipt of your correspon- 
dence. 

I am sorry that the matter is so long delayed but I fear 
that it is quite an involved affair. (hH* automobile travel 
and lodgings in Africa were all handled by a Mr. Eric Thornton. 
Transportation throughout the trip was purchased through Sabena 
Air Lines in Washington. I do not know just where Batters 
Eight be stalled but ls>pe that an e3q>lanation will soon be 
forthcoming. 

May I ask here a pezvonal question? Tour nesie stirs 
Bemorles for it is that of a former American Consul in Chile 
who wrote a rather interesting article about Juan Fernandes, 
the fiobinson Crusoe Island in the Pacific, I, too, visited 
the same place and had some correspondence with Mr. Haberle 
about copies of scsne of his photograi^s. Before died I was not 
able to obtain thm and I do not know ^diat became of his effects. 
If you are his son or related to him you may know. 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
l^partment of Zoology 


sLSsvb 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Washington 25, D. C, U. S. A, 


AIR LETTER February 21, 1956 

Mr. Julien Haezaert 
Conservateur-ad joint au Parc 
National de la Kagera 
Gabiro (par Kigali) 

Ruanda, Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr, Haezaert: 

I have been wanting to write you for ever so long to express 
my keen appreciation of all that you and your wife did for me 
and ny party when we called upon you toward the end of May last 
year. Our African experiences will be remembered as long as any 
of us live. 

Such time as I could find I have devoted to putting together 
the moving pictures that we took, but, most regrettably, and it 
breaks my heart to think of it, a* good half of all the film we 
exposed was badly fogged. Either it was due to the faulty load- 
ing of the camera, or else a defective camera. That pleasant 
lunch we had together we have no movir^ pictiires of at all that 
are fit to show. It was a wonderful lunch, and I still enjoy 
the thought of it as well as that most hospitable evening we 
spent at your house before my unfortunate snake bite that evening. 
Mf finger is healed and well again, and the only trouble I had with 
it was the swelling that I think the anti-venin occasioned. I 
did get some infection from the razor blade I used to induce bleed- 
ing. As foolish and unscientific as the whole proceeding was, you 
know the snake got away. It is all long past, with, fortunately, 
no ill results. 

With this I am sending you a small package -vdiich I hope will 
reach you without any difficulty or Customs' duties. There is 
something for each of the children and also a little silver rattle. 
Was there not a third little youngster under your roof tree? 

]yy kindest regards ,to you 'and your wife. M7 love to the 
children. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
■ Department of Zoology 







Harvey ) William R« 


AIR HAIL September 13 > 1956 

Mr. W-lliam R. Harvey 
Mission M^thodiste 
Kapanga, sac prive- 
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr. Harvey: 

I have consulted with our Division of Mammals, and Dr. Henry 
W. Setzer, Acting Curator, tells me he can find very little in 
the way of information on the water buck which your slides pic- 
ture, He suggests that you might find something of interest in: 
Roosevelt, T. and E. Heller. Life histories of African Game 
Animals, 2 voltimes, published by Charles Scribner's Sons, Ifew 
lork, 1911t. I do not know where you can find a copy of t.Ms 
work, but it may be in the Library of the Research Departm^t 
at Lwiro (Bukavu). In making the inquiry, you should address: 

Dr, P. L» Pirlot, I.R.S.A.C. , Lwiro (Katana) B. S. Bukavu, 

Belgian Congo, who is in charge of the raammalogical work 
there. He probably knows more than has ever been published 
on this particular antelope. 

The Institut des Parcs Sationaux du Congo Beige, Bruxelles, 
has published a report on "Animaux Prot4g4s au Congo Beige? 

1953, which pictures and gives some information about all of 
these protected animals together with laws enacted for their 
preservation and a map of the National Parks of the Congo. Ihis 
too you may be able to secure either from the Institut in 
Bruxelles or through Dr, P, L, Pirot. As long as you are 
interested in mammals, you perhaps should have a copy avail- 
able in your Mission. 

The matter of curing your skins I have referred to our 
Exhibits Department, and a note from it you will find enclosed 
with this letter. 

Tour slides are being returned herewith. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

End. 

'ULS:eek 


Heaton Leonard D« 
Filed J Belgian Congo Exped# 


Commanding General Leonard D. Heaton 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
Washington, D* C. 

Subject: Official Leave for Roy L* Sexton, Jr. requs sted by 

U, S. Smithsonian Institution. 

The Smi thsonian-Bredin Expedition will have as its object 
the study of mites, ticks, fleas, etc. in the Belgian Congo 
It is desired that Roy L. Sexton, Jr., Chief of the Photo Labor- 
atory, Army Medical Center, be given leave of absence to 
accom])any this expedition as Staff Photographer. 

He would be expected to report to Leopoldville on Apriljfllth 
and should be well able to return to Washington via Cairo ^ 
by June 20th. 

His unusual ability ^kn medical and micro photography renders 
this type of service to the expedition 


/ 



Hendrickx, F. L 


AIR MIL 


February 17, 1956 


Dr. F. L. Hendrictoc 
c/o M. P. iendrickx 
16 Clmussie da furahout 
Deurne, Antwerp 

Dear Dr. Sendrictei 

The kodachroiae slide is at hand. I tMalc you 

kindly for takir^ it for me and sending it on so 

promptly. It is just what I need to complete our 

taken 

series of pictures/of your establishmnt at 

The best ever to you aM yours. I wish jm might 
return to the Congo fro® Brussels hj way of the United 
State.« 3 . See if you can’t arrange it. It would be a 

T ^ 

great favor if you could. 

y 

Sincerely, 


If 


steittteek 


¥aldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 




HencirickXj F. L. 


■ “ C/- 

INSTITUT NATIONAL 
POUR L’ETUDE AGRONOMIQUE 
AU CONGO BELGE 

STATION DE 
MULUNGU - TSHIBINDA 

N° 2/56.- 



Mulungu, le 4. . Janvier. .I9.56*.- 



Dr Waldo Schioitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsoniam Institution 
U.S. National Museum 

W&SHKGTOK 25 D.C. U.S.A. 


Dear Dr Schmitt, 


I have the pleasure to forviard you the kodachrcme slide of the concrete 
huts existing at Mulxxngu Experimental Station. They were build at the express 
request of the natives who did not want to live in house of the european model 
(because they had id.ndows)» We on our side \^ere not willing to leave them in the 
native type of hut which decays to easy. So we made a compraaise. The model was 
that of a native hut and the material bricks covered with aement. Ml this pro- 
ves you how difficult it is to improve the native way of living. 

We will try to grov/ more parana pine from seeds as it is too difficult and 
too expensive to have young trees sent here. 

m 

I am willing to send you duplicates of my personnal collection of grasses. 
You will ^v^l^ them ty surface mail as scmas I v/ill be back frcci Europe were 
I am goin^i^ cttrsus at Gemblotix agricultural Institute. I will be away during the 
first half of 1956. 


Yours sincerely 


F.L. HEHDRICKX 





Director. 


\ 






Qxx. 










Hendrickx, Dr. F. L. 


Filed: Belgian Congo 

Jfoveniber 17, 1955 


Air Letter 

Dr. F. L. Hendrickx 
INEAC 

Mulungn, Kivu, Belgian Ctongo 
Dear Dr, Hendrickk: 

It is certainly interesting to learn that you have Parang-pines 
growing on your plantation* The information you have contributed 
I am passing on to Dr. rpyton at the Forest Service. The copy 
of the plant identification sent Ik*. Baker is also appreciated. 
Please tell me why you are going to try to grow more ParanS-pines 
from seed? Ifould you not get quicker results if some freighter 
deliv^ed you a few young trees or are they too difficult to 
transport in such fashion? 

It is kind of you to have taken the kodachrcmie pictures I 
requested and I will be happy to have copies idien they have been 
developed. 

Tou may recall that I talked to you about African grasses 
for you had quite an herbarium. We are trsring to build up our 
representation of world grasses here and indeed have two grass 
experts on our staff. Dr. Jason R. Swallen, Head Curator of Botany, 
and Dr. Ernest Sohns, Associate Curator. Th^ asked me to tell 
you that if you have duplicate apsclmens to spare, either from 
your herbarium or from collecting that you may undertake, they 
would be very happy to receive them here on an exchange basis 
should you want some from us in the way of hert)arium specimens in 
return. Whether named car not we would be happy to receive dupli- 
cates from you. Names would be given to undetemined material 
in due course. At the present writing they are not in a position 
to furnish immediate identifications but do not forget us with 
specimens. 

I understand there is no difficulty in shipping dried plants 
or herbariwa specimens destined for study into the country. They 
should be labeled as “Herbarium specimens, dried plants of no 
commercial value.** Shipments of this sort are fumigated on entry 
and so are safe to send. 

Thank you for all that you have done and have offered to 
do for us. 

Sincerely, 


V^ldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



ItilSTITUT NATIONAL 
POUR L'ETUDE AGRONOMIQUE 
AU CONGO BELGE 

STATION DE 
MULUNGU - TSHIBINDA 

n” 3537/Etr.-l640/l)lr.- 



Dear Dr Schmitt, 


I wish to thank you for your letter and for 
the interesting informations on Parana pine ( Araucaria angus - 
tif olia (Begti) Now that I know its scientific name 

I can teil“you that your feeling was entirely right when you 
told me it v/ould grow at Mulungu. It actually does under the 
of Araucaria brasiliana which is a synonym of A. angus - 

tifolia . I have only five plants of them which were planted 
out in 1930. Here are their measurements in case they would 
interest Dr Dayton. Unfortunately all of them are female trees, 
so that the strobiles they produce are not fertile. Now that 
I am sure there is no male plant I will intruduce more seeds, 
but it vy'ill last many years before I will have pollen. 

Enclosed you will find the list of determina- 
tions of the herbarium material Dr Baker left at Mulungu ex- 
perimental Station. Some of the samples v/ere real puzzles 
owing to the lack of flowers. Even the botanical Division of 
\ Ineac at Yangambi, to which I had sent the specimens I could 
not name myself, was unable to determine all of them. 


I have taken a picture of the conical concrete 
hut build to the model of the native huts, but in permanent 
material. As soon as the Kodachrome slide will be developed I 
v/ill send it to you, 

V/ith my best regards 


Yours sincerely 


-D * 


L. HSNDRICKX, 





Director. 




Dr Waldo L. Schmitt 
U.3. National Museum 


WASHINGTON - 25 - D.C. 



DETERMINATION DE LA COLLECTION 
(rdcoltee par le Dr Edw, BAKER - U.S, National Museum). 


3 ~ ? 

7 - Acantliaoeae 
9 - ? 

10 -- Vitex sp. ”• Verbenaceae 

12 — Ficus polita Vahl. — Moraceae 

14 - Combretum sp. - Combretaceae 

15 - Tigna sp. - Papilionaceae 
15b-- Ficus polita Vahl. — Moraceae 

16 - ? 

19 - Phyllanthus floribundus Muell. Arg. - Euphorbiaceae 

20 - Setaria cf. Chevalieri - Gramineae 
22 - ? 

23 ~ Ficus cf.mucuso Tfelw.ex Ficalho - Moraceae 

28 ~ Bridelia so. - Euphorbiaceae 

29 - ? 

32 4 - Vitex congolensis De Wild, et TH.Dur. - Verbenaceae 

33 ~ Berlinia sp. - Caesalpiniacsae 

34 - ? Bixa - Bixaceae 

35 - Baphia cf.Solheidi De Wild. - Papilionaceae 

36 - Cassia ?Tora -• Caesalpiniaceae 
39 “ Bridelia sp. - Euphorbiaceae 
41 - Macaranga sp. - Euphorbiaceae 
45 ~ Manihot - Euphorbiaceae 

48 —• ? 

49 - Aframomum sp. - Zingiberaceae 
50A~ Buddleia sp. - Loganiaceae 

52 — Jatropha sp. - Euphorbiaceae 

53 -- Hevea'brasiliensis JIuell - Arg. - Euphorbiaceae 

54 - Bridelia micrantha Baill. Id. 

56 - Celtis Durandii Engl, ” Ulmaceae 

58 ?Jatropha curcas L. - Euphorbiaceae 

60 ~ Vernonia sp* Composeae 

61 “7 

63 ~ Ficus thonningii - Bferaceae 

64 “ Annona chrysophylla - Annonaceae 
70 - ?Jaoobina 

73 - Bauhinia sp, Leguminosea© 

76 - Hoslundia opposita Vahe Labiateae 
80 - Tithonia specie sa - Composeae 

83 ~ Papilionaceae 

84 “ 7 Piper umbellatum (feuilles) + flowers of Cassia 

86 - Cassia spectabilis-Leguminoseae 

87 - Ire sine - Amaranthaceae 

88 -- Podocarpus usambarensis - Podocarpaceae 

89 - Vernonia sp. - Composeae 

90 — Grewia cf, similis - Tiliaceae 

91 - Hoslundia opposita - Labiateae 

92 - Grewia sp, - Tiliaceae 

93 - Pycnostachysspe -- Labiateae 
96 - Oestrum sp. ” Solaneae 

99 - Tephrosia vogelii - Leguminoseae 

102 — Indigofera arrecta — Leguminoseae 

103 - Ifeesa rufescens - lilyrsinaceae 

With the only indication: Lake Edward Ifey 7 555 Tribulus terre 
tris - Zygophyllaoeae , 

Withcrut rramberi 7 Uapaca - Euphorbiaceae 


oooOooo 


V 
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August 13, 1955 

Air Mail 


Hr. F. L. Hendrickx 
INEAC 

M^ungu, Kivu, Belgian Congo 
Dear Hr. Hendricks; 

I have not forgotten ray veiy pleasant visit with you at your research 
station and have been casting around for inforraation on the ParanS pine. 

Some I got from a good friend of mine in the Forest Service, Dr, Billiam 
A. Dayton. He writes as follows; "ParanA-pine [ Araucaria angustifolia 
(Bertoloni) 0. Kuntze] which, of course, is not a pine, the most important 
softwood timber of Brazil, forms one of the natural vegetative types of 
that countiy, in the southeastern states of ParanA and adjoining Santa 
Catarina, lapping over into adjacent Paraguay and Argentina a bit. These 
two states seem to lie mainly between the Tropic of Capricorn and 28 degrees 
S. latitude, and it5 degrees and 51; degrees longitude ¥. , and I assume the 
climate would be something like that of central and southern Florida. I 
have never been in Brazil but, putting together references in •Plants and 
Plant Science in Latin America*, it would appear that the states of ParanA 
and Santa Catarina lie in a precipitation zone averaging 1000 to 2000 mm. 

(1;0 to 80 Inches) annually, with Januaiy precipitation averaging 100 to 
200 mm. (k to 8 inches) and July precipitation averaging 25 to 100 ram. 

(1 to k inches), the precipitation tolerably evenly distributed through the 
year, but with s\jinmer (our winter) precipitation on much of the area about 
33 to 50 % of the whole. The climate and soil are favorable to wheat- 
growing and much clearing is done for that crop. This area is also the 
home of matA, or Paraguay-tea ( Ilex paraguensis St. Hil.) and of imbuya, 
or •Brazilian walnut* [ Phoebe porosa ( IJees & Mart . ) Mez] , one of the most 
important hardwood flooring , furniture and veneer woods of Brazil. Sorry 
I can't give you more 'dope* on this area, but you say you have been there 
yourself and I think you will find same of your Museum colleagues, such as 
Lyman Smith, have a first-hand familiarity with the ParanA-pine country. 

The Plant Buyers Guide lists Herbst Bros. , Inc. , h2 Warren St. , New York 
City, as carrying seed of ParanA-pine. The FAO list lists the Semrico 
Florestal, Ministerio de Agriculture, Sio de Janeiro, as its seed source.* 

In addition he sent me two little pamphlets giving further information, 
largely dealing, however, with the use of this tree for timber. You per- 
haps will need more information regarding this tree but that you probably 
can get through your Government's representatives in Brazil. 



I Just had the feeling when visiting Malungu that it was a good 
place to grow the Paran4-pine. I hope that climatological data will 
bear me out because it is a magnificent tree and a wonderful source 
of timber. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


Ehcs. 
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August 13, 1955 


Air Mall 

Dr. F. L. Hendrlckx 
INEAG 

Malungu, Kivu, Belgian Congo 
Dear ttr. Hendrlekxs 

I have not forgotten my very pleasant visit with you at your research 
station and have been casting around for information on the Paran& pine. 

Some I got from a good friend of mine in the Forest Service, Dr. Williaia 
A. Dayton. He writes as follows* »ParanA-pine [ Araucaria angustifolia 
(Bertoloni) 0. Kuntze] which, of course, is not a "pine, tlie most important 
softwood timber of Brazil, forms one of the natural vegetative types of 
that country, in the southeastern states of Paran5 and adjoining Santa 
Catarina, lapping over into adjacent Paraguay and Argentina a bit. These 
two states seem to lie mainly between the Tropic of Capricorn and 28 degrees 
S. latitude, and degrees and 5U dep*ees longitude W. , and I assume the 
climate would be something like that of central and southern Florida. I 
have never been in Brazil but, putting together references in •Plants and 
Plant Science in Latin America*, it would appear that the states of ParanA 
and Santa Catarina lie in a precipitation zone averaging 1000 to 2000 mm. 

(liO to 80 inches) annually, with January precipitation averaging 100 to 
200 mm, (i* to 8 inci»s) and July precipitation averaging 25 to 100 mm. 

(1 to ii inches), the precipitation tolerably evenly distributed through the 
year, but with summer (our winter) precipitation on much of the area about 
33 to 50 ^ of the whole. The climate and soil are favorable to wheat- 
growing and much clearing is done for that crop. This area is also the 
hcmie of mat!, or Paraguay-tea ( Hex p^aguensis St. Hil.) and of irobuya, 
or *Brazilian walnut* [Phoebe porosavNees & Mart.) Mez], one of the most 
important hardwood flooring ', furniture and veneer woods of Brazil. Sorry 
I can't give you more 'dope* on this area, but you say you have been there 
yourself and I think you will find scsne of your Museum colleagues, such as 
Lyman Smith, have a first-hand familiarity with the ParanA-pine country. 

The plant Buyers Guide lists Herbst Bros., Inc., 1*2 Warren St,, New fork 
City, as carrying seed of ParanA-pine, The FAO list lists the Service 
Florestal, Ministerio de Agriculture, ELo de Janeiro, as its seed source.* 

In addition he sent me two little pamphlets giving further information, 
largely dealing, however, with the use of this tree for timber. You per- 
haps will need more information regarding this tree but that you pTObably 
can get through your Government* s representatives in Brazil. 
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I juat had the feeling when visiting Malungu that it was a good 
place to grow the Paran5-pine, I hope that climatological data will 
bear me out because it is a magnificent tree and a wonderful source 
of timber. 

Sincerely yoiffs. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept. of Zoology 


Sues. 


W.Strh 



i 


Filed sHendrickx, Dr, F, L, 
Dayton, Wn* A. 


August 1, 1955 


Hr. William A. Dayton 
Forest Service 

0. St Department of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C* 

Dear Mr, D^ton; 

I seldom get to see you but I have troubles I always 
coiae running. During f<iy recent visit to the Belgian Congo I 
had occasion to visit a very wonderful agricultural experimental 
station at Mulungu , se®ie miles north of Bukavu , or Oostermansvllle 
as it was long known, on lake Kivu. They have been growing all 
klMs of plants and timber trees. The climate, the terrain, and 
the scenery reminded m so such of Brasil that I looked about for 
a specimen of the Paraiaa pine and indeed the director, Mr. H, L, 
Hendril, had nev®f teard of that particular tree. I told him I 
would try to rim down sme inforviation regarding it and that is 
vby I appeal to you. 

Can you give m some references or information dealii^ with 
the conditions under which it lives in Brasil? It is a rathi^ 
wide spread tree, centered in the state of Parana vtmre 1 fiarst 
became acquaint®! idth it. I firmly believe it would be 
thoroughly at home in the eastern Congo and do well there but 
of course Mr. Hendrix would like to know a little more about it. 

We checked ascord and Hess but they say very little about actual 
local conditions. If someone else in the Service is the proper 
one to handle this inquiry won’t you kindly pass it on to th«? 

Here’s to seeing you at one ca* another of the meetings when 
the weather gets cooler. Always s^y best regards to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLSsvb 
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Notes Similar letters should be Kritten to 


Dr. J. Jadin 
Mldecine-Directeur 
du Laboratoire Medical 
Bukavu , Congo- Beige 


Dr. Maurice Lecoiate 
Director, INISAC 
langambi, Belgian Congo 


Dr. Louis van den Berg 
Director, IHSAC 
Uvira, Belgian Congo 


«• 



DRAFT 


Belgian Congo 


* 
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Dr. F. L. Hendrickx 
Director de I'INRAC 
Malungu, Belgian Congo 

}ty dear 




Our Dr. Waldo L. Scteitt has written you briefly regarding his 
impending visit to the Belgian Congo with a small group representing 
this Institution on the Snithsonian-Bredin Expedition. The expedi- 
tion is primarily interested in collecting and studying the inverte- 
brate life of the Congo, chiefly mites and ticks, their host plants 
and animals, Brustacea and other small forms of life. It is hoped 
that it may be possible for you to acco/rsnodate them in the guest 


house or houses at your station for two nights about April 23 and 
2ht Should there be any change in the expedition’s plans. Dr. 
Schmitt will apprise you at the very earliest opportunity, and 
otherwise inform you of the pirogress of the party. The party, as 
at present constituted, consists of four people; Dr. Schmitt, Dr, 
Edward Baker, acarologist of the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and Dr. Roy I^nnan Sexton, physician and photographer, 
and his son, Roy Lyman Sexton, Jr., as assistant photographer. They 
will be travelling in two automobiles, with chauffers and a guide 
provided by Mr. Fric Thornton-Dailly of Bukavu. 

Ai^ assistance or courtesies expended to the party would be 
much predated by this Institution. 

Cordially yours, 



Leonard Camiiciiael 
Secretary 



Hendricks, Mr, 
Filed: Belgian Congo 


illR MIL 


Di rector /d^ 

Malimgu, Belgian Congo 


Dear Dim Hendrickx: 


2ij. Febmary 


1 believe j’-ou have heard from Dr. Jadin or Dr. Grandjean, or 
both, regarding our impending visit to the Belgian Congo,' and that 
wejiopa there to collect ejqjecially mites, ticks, plant as well as 
animal parasites, and their hosts j as well as other terrestrial and 
aquatic invertebrates, shells, shrimp, crabs, amphipods, isopods, 
and perhaps also a lew fisii. ii-S we go along a Di‘. Roy Lyxiiiin Sexton 
mil keep a photographic record of oixr travels and other operations. 
Our party other than myself (interested in trie Crustacea) consists 
of Dr. Sexton mentioned above, his san as photocprapher's assistant, 
and Dr. Ldxfara Baker, an acaro legist, lent by oui* U. S. Department of 
Agriculture to this Smithsonian Institution expedition. 

We wxoect to anlve in Bukavu about May 13th after having been 
firsXi to LeopoldvruLle, and Sianl^rville. Fi’om the latter place we 
shall be travelling by auto through the north of the Congo and down 
thi-ough, and along the Albert Park and the Ljices to Bukavu. ffiiile 
here, we want to visit your station at Malungu—Ishibati Farm, We 
also want to see Dr, Chapin at his Farrii, Is Luviro ajiother place 
we sho’lld also visit? 

Official permission to make collections of the an 3 Ja.tas and 
plants in vdiich we are interested mil be requested by the aaith- 
sonimi Institution of the Belgian Goverment . I shall -sjrite you 

again as oui* plar'.s mature, especialj^y regarding our arrival date 
iri B’okavu. 


With kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 



Hoogstraal, Dr. Harry 


November 15> 1955 


Air Letter 

Dr. Harry Hoogstraal 
c/o American Bnbassy 
Cairo, Egypt 

Dear Dr, Hoogstraal: 

This is a rather belated acknowledgment of your 
letter of October 25. I thank you for the good words 
about the ablution pots. I feel very pleased with 
myself that th^ may yet serve as coffee carafes. 

There is nothing like knowing your country, irrespective 
of all the books you read. 

I am glad you were able to dig up a good assistant 
for Setzer. On a trip such as that nothing is so won- 
derful as having capable help. I had a young Congo 
native with me on our recent expedition and with his 
efforts we got a good hundred mammals— mostly bats, which 
were perhaps easier to secure in the caves we visited. 

I have always found guns a great nuisance and do 
not ever expect to collect a deposit I made on them in 
Uganda. 

Tour letter makes me wish that I were back in Egypt 
and somewhere in your vicinity. Isn't it odd that in 
scane of the oldest countries there is still so much to 

be done? 

Tou do not mention it but when are you coming this 
way? I thought it was to be this fall or winter. Give 
us some advance notice if you can. 

Best ever to you and yours , 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


I€iS:vb 
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UNITED STATES 

NAVAL MEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT No. 3 


c/o AMERICAN EMBASSY 
CAIRO, EGYPT 


25 Oc^ober 1955 


Dr. W, L. Schmidt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
U.S. National fiiiseum 
y,'ashington 25, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Schmidt: 

This is a very rapid reply to your letter of 20 October that has 
just arrived. The caption on the NG pictiore v/as over editorialized. 

The pots are generally used as coffee carafes (and will lose their 
earthy taste if filled with fresh water over a couple of weeks period) 
generally, but in really arid places are also used as ab/lution jars, 
especially where away from a mosque at prayer time. 

I trust your film will be successful and am looking forward to 
seeing you and your pictures sometime next year. 

we enjoyed Setzer's short visit here. The health and sanitation 
people in Libya are giving him excellent help and we have sent a fine 
assistant to help him. He is disturbed because we could not forward 
his unlicensed guns through customs but the Captain is trying to ge 
them to him. They should never have been brought here in the 
place. Anyway, the important mammal work in this area is done 
traps and spades and the Air Force and other people shoijld be glad 
to loan him guns and ammunition till his oyoi comes along, so he should 

not make out too badly. 


dth best regards. 



Harry Hoogstreal, Head 
Department of Medical Zoology 


Hoogstraal, Harry 


October 20, 1955 


Air Letter 

Dr. Harry Hoogstraal 
c/o American Bsbas^ 

Cairo, Egypt 

Dear lie, Hoogstraal j 

Mo, I am not dead b«t I might as well be for the time 
that I can give to the things I want to do and to my friends. 
I am gradually lining up our movies for a final editing at 
the National Geographic Society, but Mttout any promise 
that thay will accept the result for-e«a lecture series 
when the editing is complete. 

In tte course of my browsing around for information 
ceacenjing the Sudan I quite naturally have ome upon 
your article in the February '53 Geographic. You did 
get some very wonderful pictures and among those accompa- 
nying your article is one of a aide-walk merchant with 
ablution jars (p. 261) . You will laugh^en I tell you 
that I saw them also in the market at gSlhirffian and bought 
a dozen with the idea of using thai as individual coffee 
carafes on the table. But, even with water the taste is 
a little bit too earthy. I wit# to ask more about these 
little jars. Yh^ make cloth rings to hold them upright. 

Are the two cups , more or l«ss , contained in them all that 
the native uses for washing his hands and feet before going 
into the mosque? Is the water taken from the fountain in 
the center of the outer courtyard and is the little jar 
just a measure so that the native does not use too much 
or get too little? I know water is an exceedingly scarce 
article in most of the Nile country* 

More timn this information I would rather have an 
opportunity to sit down and talk with you. Was there not 
SOTse iiwiication that you would be back here this fall? 

If so, let me know when you can the time you expect to 
be here and how long. MY best to you and your wife, idiom 
I look forward to meeting one of these d^s. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLStvb 



GOIJGO BGLGE 
PROVINCE DU KIVU 
LABORATOIRE MEDIGAI 
B U K A V U 


Bxikavu, 



le ler decembre 1955 . 


- Docteur Waldo L. Schmid. 
Smithsonian Institution/ 
U.S. Rational Museum. 

- UASHLKGIOl 25. D.C. 


/ 


Cher Docteur Waldo L. Schmid, 


Je vous remercie vivement de votre 
attention pour m'avoir fait parvenir 1’ excellent 
ouvrage d’Edvj'ard W. Baker et de G.¥. Wharton en 
souvenir du passage a Bukavu de la Smithsonian 
Bredin Expedition. Je suis particulierement lieu— 
reux du lien qu*a etabli votre presence au Congo — 
Beige avec votre institution. Nous restons a votre 
entiere disposition pour vous procurer le materiel 
que nous pourrions recueillir a votre intention. 


Sincerement votre. 



Docteur d,: JADIN 
Medecin Directeur du 
Laboratoire. 


Jadin, J. 

Filed : Belgian Congo 


March 25, 1955 


Dr* Jadin 
M^decin-Directeur 
Laboratoire Medical 
B. P. 305 

Bukavu, Congo Beige 
Dear Dr. Jadin J 

Just a word to acknowledge your kind letter of 
March 11, We are leaving Sunday for Brussels and frcsn 
there, after a few visits to museums in Holland and 
Munich, will proceed to Leopoldville, We are due 
in Bukavu.on Friday, May 13, and so we would like 
accommodations for four of us for that night through 
the 17 th. I am prepared to pay you when I arrive, 
or else it will be taken care of by Mr, Thornton- 
Dailly, who has arranged virtually all of our trip. 

As we progress, I shall be writing you again so that 
you will be reassured as to the date of our arrival in 
Bukavu. 

I am looking forward with a great deal of pleasure 
to meeting you and visiting your laboratory. 

Sincerely, 


WLS:LMc 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



Docteur J.JADITJ 
Medecin-Directeur 
LABORATOIRE MEDICAL 
B.P. 30? 

B TJ K A V U.- 


Congo-Belge. 


B U K A V U, le 11 mars 1955 


K'>nsieur le D^vcteur WALDO L. Schmitt. 

u. s. national museum 

WASHINGTON , 2?. D.C. 



Cher Docteur Schimitt, 


J’ai bien regu Vos lettres du 23 fevrie; 
et du ^ mars. Dans cette dernlere, vous demandez de 
prendre des dispositl'^ns p-'Ur le I’^gem^ent pendant 5 j'^urs 
dans un h^tel de Bukavu, Je transmets votre deman de au 
RESIDET'^CE HOTEL peur 4 personnes du 13 au 17 mai , 

Les appartements c^'Otent 350 francs 
par nuit, les chambres 300 francs, Veuillez me donner 
Votre accord afin de retenir les logemients de maniere 
ferme,- 

Vous pouvez Stre assure de toute 
n^tre assistance et de celle du service de l^Hygiene 
pour les captures - dans la region de BUICAVU,- 

Bien Votre 



MEDECIN DIRECTEUR''DU LABORATOIRE 










feilk over nit© 'proUkmm with yoa folks* 
asicie i’rtm a guide funxished by I!r* Erie 
for© I hesitate to ask if ws can be acoosi* 
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Official requestB for poKsission to do these various thinf-s mil be 
made of the Belgian Goveraaent ^ the Smithsonian Institution uiKisr tiie 
auspices of whicli we ^lall be travelling. 


We are looking forward wiUi great anticipation to this Gon^ visit , 
tiie opportunity ol smapling its ^uall ®iiasl 13jre, and visiting your 
laboratory. 

I shall be witlng you soon again to inform you of our progress. 
Althougii our itineraij^ will be much tte same as the one sent you on 
Januajy 2]|th, I shall send you a revised copy at the first opporturiity. 

With kindest regaria. 


Sincerely, 


iJaldo L. Sduaitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zookigy 


WLS:hg 



Jadin, J. 

Filed : Belgian Congo 




January 2h, 1955 


Dr. J. Jadin 
M^decin-Directeur 
du Laboratoire Medical 
Bukavu, Congo-Beige 

Dear Dr. Jadin: 

I am terribly behind in my correspondence relating to the 
Congo trip we plan to make this April and May . 

Just today did I get the date of the Belgian African Line 
sailing from New York. It is March 26 and some thirty-eight 
days after landing in Matadi we should be arriving in Costermans- 

ville (Bukavu). 

I have to leave town tonight for two weeks and plan to 
write you again more in detain when I return. I send you 5 
herewith, a copy of our itinerary as our plans now stand. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


£nc. 











/ ^ 

L<r>r‘ 










an^ 

< /> 

<2i^ — ^ ^ iP^d2,&'£,c^ 


r 2 ^ 




dct 




/■■' 


A>/- 

/J^ 


/ 




^ a*^ -<S«!5^ C/^ Cd^' 




fyr> r ' 


y, 


/ 





I 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Washington 25, D. C., U. S. A. 


0PR ”5 1355 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
c/o Airierican Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 

Two letters have been I'eceived from the State Department tod&y in 
answer to our letters informing then of your expedition and requesting 
diplomatic pouch service. I ain quoting below excerpts from their replies 

for your infonnation and guidance. , .t, 

**The Depai'tment is glad to be informed of this Expedition and will 

be pleased to assist this project in every way possible, particularly by 
notifying the American Foreign Service posts concerned, requesting that 
appropriate courtesies and advice be extended to the members of this 

Expedition^ch suggested that upon their arrival in the cities to 

be visited, the leader of the Expedition may wish to call upon the Officers 
in Charge at the respective American Foreign Service posts for any advice 

or consultation that he may deem necessary For the Secretary of State, 

/s/ Director, International Educational Exchange Service.” .j,. . 

”The use of the diplomatic pouch facility by Dr. Waldo L. Scimitt is 
authorized for the transmission of official correspondence, official film, 
and acceptable related official material of the expedition which he is to 

head to the Belgian Congo. _ ' 4 . ^ 

”The approving officer for acceptable material and for the type oi 

pouch transmission to be used will be the Pouch Control Officer of the 

Consulate General at Leopoldville. , v 

"While approval is granted for official material, personal merchaxi- 

dise items may not be transmitted by this facility. ... . . 

"The only Foreign Service pjost in the Congo with direct service to 

the Department is the Consulate General at Leopoldville. Dr. Sctoitt 
should make his arrangements with that office for the dispatch of any 

items he wishes forwarded by pouch. ' * + -m 

"No further authorization will be necessary as the Department will 

inform the Consulate General at Leopoldville of this exchange of correspondence. 

/s/ Howard M. Samsel, Chief, Diplomatic Pouch Section." 

I am sure this will facilitate your mailing problems with film and 
other acceptable official material within State Department requirements. 

I trust your trip is proceeding according to schedule and. that you 
will be successful in carrying out your objectives. 


Sincerely yours, 



Remington Kellogg 
Director 
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Dr. feldo L. Schmitt, 

c/o American Consulate General 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo . 
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Kellogg, R. 

Filed J Belgian Congo 


Dr. Kellogg Mar. 23, 1955 


Waldo L. Schmitt 


Crates for fiber cases. 


I find that I have to transfer a considerable part of ray equipment 
for the Belgian Congo E>:pedition to fiber cases to save weight, as we 
have to make several hops by air, Mr. Wilding tells me, however, that 
these should be lightly crated. This is an urgent request, because I 
am leaving town Saturday and would like to see the crating accomplished 
if possible before I leave. There will be four or possibly five light 
crates, approximately 2»l/2 ft. by 18 in. by lit* in. I have attached a 
requisition for this work, ^diich I hope may be put through prmptly. 

The cases will be ready by Thursday noon. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


March 22, 1955 


Dr. Waldo L* Schmitt, Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
United States National Museum 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt; 

On or about March 26, 1955 you are authorized to proceed 
froK Washington, D. C. to Belgian Congo, Africa, for the 
purpose of studying, collecting, and filming animal life of 
central Africa, particularly the invertebrate fauna with 
Special emphasis on mites and Crustacea. 

It is understood that the Smithsonian Institution will 
pay your salary hut all other expenses incident to this detail 
will he taken care of from the Bruce Bredin Fund. 

It is requested that you keep us informed as to your mail 
address so that we may contact you if necessary. 

It is contemplated that this field work will terminate 
on or about June 30, 1955# viien you will return to your offi- 
cial station at Washington, D. C. 


Sincerely yours, 



Director 



SI -15 

Rev. X2I1I53 

SMITH30WIM IlISTIi'UTION 
Washington 25, R. C. 

REQUEST FOR SPECIFIC (NOT GENERAL) TRAVEL AUTHORITY 

(in triplicate) 

Name Waldo L. Schmitt Title Head Onrator of Zoology 

Authority is requested to travel via / / common carrier; /x / commercial air- 

line; £__/ private automobile @ per mile (see justification); £J Govern- 

irent vehicle or place; / / (Other, specify) (see justifica- 

( temporary) 

tion) ; on official business from (official) station at Washington > 

(residence) 

on or about March 26, 1955 ^to: Belgian Congo, Africa 


and to such other points as may be found necessary, and in the order found to 
be most advantageous, revisiting any of said points as may be necessary; and 
to return to the (temporary, official, residence) station not later than 

June 50 « 1955 • 

A per diem allowance of $ none is requested . 

The amount of $ nono is request’d for procurement of supplies, 

materials, or equipment. 


This travel. is for the purpose of: Studying, collecting and filming 

life of central Africa, particularly the invertebrate fauna 
with especial emg^asis on the Aearina and Cruatacea. 

There will be no e:^en3e to the Smithsonian Institution except 
my salary, 

Bmice Bredin Fund 


Estimated cost: 
Transportation $ 


none 


Per Diem $ 


none 


Other expenditures $_ 


none 


; TOTAL COST OF TRIP $. 


Ho. of transportation requestes desired none 


none 




i\ppropriation chargeable: 


Approved by: 





Travel^Drder No. 
Date 


The going travel rec^ueFtod is authorized except as Tollows • 


c. 





C( 


Secretary 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Kestner 
Re C!ongo Film 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


' Mr* Kestner throygSi Dr. Ktllogg 


DATE; Jane 2li, 


FROM : Herbert FriedEiWinj Aeting Head Oarstor of Zoel 


m 


SUBJECT: B,equ#st for prints frm negatir©® of Belgian Coin®© l?xj;)wSition 

ttmae are the photographs received frfja Eelgitoi Cciigo Sxpedition. 
Iimsraach as iS*. ScJiBitt «ill be back n«st iKck «® vmM like to Mve 
t^ie prints ready for him as soon as possible. Fleas® keep negatives 
imd prints tofetter the napbers of th# individual envelopes. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Washington 25, D. C, U. S. A. 


AIR LETTER February 21, 1956 

Mr. Octaaf Kint 
Conservateur-adjoint au Parc 
National Albert 
Station de Mitsora 
BENT 

Kivu, Belgian Congo 
Dear Mr. Kint* 

It has been so lorg since I have been home from my 
visit to the Belgian Congo and to your home that I know 
you think I have forgotten you. I have been extremely busy 
with many things that await my attention here in Washington 
together with the time it has taken to fit together our 
motion pictures of our visits to the several National 
parks. ¥e got quite a bit of interesting film, but we' also 
suffered a grievous Toss of about lialf of it through fogging, 
the result of poor loading or . a defective cameraj it is hard 
to say. 

I enjoyed that brief little visit we had with you, and 
have not forgotten that bonny youngster that I saw on that 
occasion. With this I am sending you a little remembrance, 
a silver rattle, which he should be just of an age to enjoy 
now. ]y^ grandchildren were ' each raised on a similar trinket. 
It helped them to exercise iheir hands and cut their teeth. 

MEy very best good wishes and my heartfelt thanks for 
idiat you did for us when we were in the Congo. ' Best wishes 
to you and yoTirs always. ‘ ; 

'• , Sincerely, 


Waldo 1. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

P.S. Can you five me the full name and official address of 
Mr. Snoekj^, who was in charge of Fisheries at Ishango, Lake 
Edward? 



i 
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Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Insthution 

WASHINGTON 2V D. C 

u. s. A. 

AIR LETTER 
AEROGRAMME 




U.S. POSTAGE 


VIA AIR mail, 
PAR AVION 





Mr, Octaaf Kint 
Conservateur.-ad joint au Parc 
National Albert ' ' ■ ' 

Station de Mutsora 
BENI .. > 

Kivti , Belg ian ' C ong o 
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Kitwa, Bnnianel 
Filed: Belgian Congo 


September 23, 1955 


Air Letter 

Mr. Enmanel B. Kitwa 
c/o I.R.S.A.G. Lwiro, latana 
Dlp^che ap^ciale 
Bukavu, Congo Beige 

Cher EratQanu el : 

Vous m'avez renau tree heureux par votre lettre du 26 
Juillet. Ca fait plaisir d’ avoir des amis qni se souviennent 
de vous. Je n'ai pas o«bli5 le bon service que vous m’avez 
rendu et lea belles peaux de raaramifefes que vous avez pr§par4es 
pour le Musee. 

Je penaais que vous aviez oublie de pir* donner le petit 
carnet de notes dans lequel vous gardies Iss Biesurea des 
specimens, alors jVai 6cri A Monsieur le docteur van den Berg; 
mais vous en aviez bien pris soin, et le lendemain notre 
mammalogiste I’a trouv6 empaquet^ avec les peaux. 

Comme vous le savez, j’aimerais vous avoir pour travailler 
avec nous au Musle, cependant un tel arrangement est treS 
difficil en ce moment, car depuis la guerre, nous ne ppuvons 
employer personne qui n'est pas un citoyen des Etats-Unis, et 
de plus, nos finances sont beaucoup plus liait^e qu*A Lwiro. 
Ceci limite nos employes A treA peu. Toutefois, soyez <ussur6 
que si je le pouvois , je f erais tout raon possible pour rous 
trouver une place ici. 

n va saiis dire ays si que J^ainaerais beaucoup re’tourner 

au Congo Beige. J'aiiae le pays, le climat, et les habitants. 

Je me souvienarai de vous pendant bien longteraps. Merci encore 
pour votre lettre et recevez tour mes voeux les meil^eurs. 

SinAerement votre: 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLS:vb 
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DRAFT 


Mr. Emmanel B. Kitwa 
c/o I.R.S.A.C. Lwiro, Katana 
D4peche spiciale 
Bukavu, Congo Beige 

Dear Emmanel s 

You made me very happy w^h your letter of July 26. ^t is nice to 

be remembered. I have riot -forgotten the fine service that yoij|?endered 

me and the beautiful mammal skins that you prepared for our Museum. 

I thought that you had forgotten to give 'me the little note book 

you kept of the measurements of the specimens so I wrote Dr. van den Ber^ 

the very nexr^day ttet ^r mammalogist found it packed with the skins. Vow 
very O-MypTwl cx\?qn/T '('Tt 

^As you know I would enjoy having you here to work for us in the 


Museum but such an arrangement at this tirae would be 


difficult because 


y 


as a result of the second world war we cannot employ people in our Museum 


who are not citizens of the United State^and even so our funds are much 

more limited than they are at Lwiro Station. This limits our 

ycry "tCk/* 

staff to.igge^ peopleg^>^g33>fee^3^itS^«iS^ Please rest assured that if 

yo- kere, 

it were possible. I would endeavor to find you a place 

'iWiL-ooma !■ 






It goes without saying also that I would love to revisit the Belgian 


Congo. I like the country, the climate, and the J>eople, 





to you 


hank you again for your letter 

Sincerely, 



best good wishes 


WLS 
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Khipling, Dr, Ed. F 


Re. E.VJ.Baker 



Dr. Edward F. Knipling 
Chief, Intomology Sesearch Branch 
Onited States Department of Agriculture 
Plant Industry Station 
Beltsville, JSaryiand 

Itear Dr. Knipling s 

fhe field work of the Smithsonian-Bredin Expedition to the 
Belgian Congo, in ^diich the United States Department of Agriculture 
so generously permitted Dr. Edward M, Baker to participate, may now 
be considered to have come to an end, the several manbers of the 
party having retumed to their official stations in ¥ashingt ns 
Dr, Baker, dune 2lij Dr. Schmitt, June 28j Ihr. Sexton, July 2. 

I write you at this time to express my appreciation of Dr. 

Baker* s services to the expedition. He rendered yecsaan service in 
collecting plant mites and we are convinced that when all returns 
ai^ in and the scientific results written up, Ite*. Baker will have 
made substantial and highly original contributions to our knowledge 
of mites in general, and of the African plant mites in particular. 

We understand that he found a number of instances of a surprisingly 
wide distribution of certain known species, and also a host of species 
not heretofore described and therefore new to science. Several cases 
of severe infestatisn were noted, in one case on sugar cane. At 
several of the agricultural experiment stations special attention was 
given to crop plants. 

Contacts established with other workers in the field, and 
arrangements made with scientific institutions in Europe and Africa 
regarding the collection, identification, loan, and exchange of 
material should prove profitable to liie agencies and individuals 
concerned. 

All in all, I wish again to thank you and the Department for 
making Dr. Baker»s services available to the Steithsonian and the 
Bredin Expedition. 


Very truly yours. 


J. E. Graf 
Acting Secretary 



August 11, 1955 


Service DepartKent 
Kodak Processing Laboratory 
1350 Okie Street, K, S. 

Kashington, 0. C. 

Attn. Mr. Stales: 

Dear Mr. Biorlmii 

I appreciate your courtesy in notifying 
m tt»t the Stoithsonian fllai is ready. 

Please hand the fils to om* nessenger, 
vho. Incidentally, has the receipts for our 
two lota of filffl, in alls is9 rolls of 16 tm, 
and ii3 rolls of 35 tm, 

lhank 3rDu again for your sendees. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schiaitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


VLSsvb 



August 5, 19?5 


Service Departiaent 

^sdak Processing Laboratory 

1350 Okie Street, K. E. 

Washington, D. C. 

Attn. P!r, Bayless 

Dear Mi*. Bayles; 

I send you herewith the balance of the Smithsonian film, 
the main part having been sent to you on August 3. This 
lot consists of 9 rolls of I 6 mm. movie film, also in transit 
for more than two months. 

We shall send a messenger for this film when it has been 
developed . 

Thank you again. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLS:vb 



June 22, 1955 


Service Departeent 

Kodak f^rocessing Laboratory 

1350 Cadle Street, M, E* 

Masbington, D, C« 

Attn. Mr. Orlfiln 

Dear Mr. Oriffini 

Yon have been informed by Miss Beeta on the telep^ne today 
of the fl3jB itiich I now send you for processing. 

Ji6 rolls of 16 m, atovie filat 

Mos. 63 through 108 

1 roll of 120-8 Kodak ektociurcsse s 

Mo, 9 

19 rolls of 35 ssa, color filwj 

Mbs, 50 through 65 and Mos. 6? tharough 69 

This material is marked for return to tliia office. Please 
call us '^en we coBe for the developed film. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herbert Friedtoann 
Acting head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


Film delivered by messenger. 






August 5, 1955 


Service Department 

Kodak Processing Laboratoiy' 

1350 Okie Street, N. I. 

Washington, D. C. 

Attn. Mr, Sajles: 

Dear Mr. Bayl^: 

I send you herewith the balance of the SBiithsonian fllja, 
the Baain part having been sent to you on August 3. This 
’’ lot consists of 9 rolls of 16 jam. movie film, also in transit 
for more tPian two montiis. 

Me shall send a meesenger for this film when it has been 
developed. 

Thank you again. 

Sincerely, 


V«aldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLS:vb 





/» 

• / 





Walter Reed Hospital 
Washington 25 i D. C. 

Dear Bud t 

lour dad says you ean do a better job on these 
filris than Porter Brothers. There ares 

6 It X 5 film packs (ito, 6 thru lOi Ko. 1?) 

6 rolls 120 plus X (ito. 1 thru 5j No. 11) 



We insist on paying for this job, so bill the 
developing to me and I will send you a check for it 
pronto. 

Also, we* 11 r<mike all prints here at the Mvaieuia 
so let us have the film back as soon as developed. 

I can send messenger for it wi^never you call a®. 


/» 

• / 





/ 



Waldo L. .Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


^S:vb 



August 3» 1955 


Service Itepartoent 

Kodak processing Laboratcary 

1350 CMe Street, H. 
lifeshii^ton, D. C. 

Attn. Hr. Bayles 


Dear Hr. Bayless 

I send you herewith the aaithsonian Institution film Hated 
below: 

liO rolls of l6 ro®. movie film: 

Hos. 23 through 62 

it3 rolls of 35 a®, color film: 

Nos. 2 through 7} Hos. 12 and 13j Hos. l5 thru k9 

. _ 4 .v,« foTLowins nus^^s with clipped edges . 

Included in the To® y. and k5. 

13, 17j 21, 2U, 26, 28 , 33 , 38 , 39, y2, Utt, 

s A. "to ^116 d0V'0loping 

m iS transirfrom the Belgian Congo for 

of this fxlm fo** It ^Tiffin idio has been so Mch help to 

raraS^-- vacation, has been expecting 

this shipsisnt toT sosas tiBSe 


The film is delivered to 
you cell 3Qie et HSeB'^'lSlOj E«ct 

messenger ©ey ecsae for it* 
fhank you very Bueh* 


you hy messenger and I t^t 

, 27li, when it is rea^ so that our 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


HLStvb 
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August 3, 1955 


Service Deparfe^nt 

Kodak Processing Laboratory 

1350 Okie Street, N* E. 

Washington, D. C. 

Attn, Hr. Baylea 

Dear Mr. Bayless 

I send you herewith the Stoithaoaian Institution filra listed 
below: 

1:0 rolls of 16 nra. Movie filas 
!ios. 23 through 62 
1:3 rolls of 35 iw. color fila: 

Hos. 2 through 7? Nos. 12 and 13j l^s. l5 thru 1:9 
Included in the above are the following nurabers with clipped edges: 

13, 17 , 21, 21:, 26, 28 , 33, 38 , 39, 1:2, 1:1:, and 1:5. 

Me would apja*eciate your prompt attention to the developing 
of this film for it has been in transit fro® the Belgian Congo for 
More than two months. Mr. (kdffin, idio has been so such help to 
us in the past and who, I m told, is on vacation, has been expecting 

this shipment for some time. 

The film is delivered to you fey messenger and I requ^t that 
you call me at Ha, 8-1810, ESct. 271:, when it is readSy so that our 
messenger ns^ come tor it. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincwely, 


Waldo L. Stbmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


W[/S«vb 



- / 


June 3» 1955 


Service DepiirtBient 

Eodek Processing ieboratoiy 

1350 Okie Street, M. E. 

Hashington, D. G« 

Attn. !€r. Griffin* 

Dear .Mr. Oriffint 

Miss Sects has told ?ae of yoar pkom csonversatlon this 
afternoon regarding, t^* Sssithsonlan expedition fills. She iias 
informed me tliat you %d.ll notify us when the fills, our second 
delivery to you, is developed so that we «»y send a messenger 
for it. I serid you nerewith. the followir^ color film for 

proeessir^i 



Slnoorely yours. 


Herbert Friesteann 
Acting Head Curator 
r)ept. of Zoology 


Delivery by aessenger 
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April 29, 1955 


Service Department 
Kodak Processing Laboratory 
1350 Okie Street, M. 1. 
Washington, D. C, 

Attn. Mr. Griffin 

Dear Mr, Griffins 



you herewith the following color filsa for processing: 


No, 365 Box 1, Box 3, and Box h 

Rolls in film sacks: Ho. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. i:, No. 5 


and No. 6 


The 35 inm. film, about which I spoke to you, is enclosed 
in the wrapper that is so thoroughly sealed with scotch tape , y 
I have marked it for your attention since we are not positive 
that it is color film and yet do not iwish to break the seals. 

If you need to contact me, my number is Na. 8-1810, Ext. 262. 

We will probably be sending a considerable amount of film 
to you in the near future and most of it will be marked for re- 
tuna to Nr, Geo. La Croix, 2122 Massachusetts Ave. 

Thank you rery much for your courteous assistance. 


in-.'crely yours. 


Virginia Beets 

Secretary 

Dept, of Zoology 




Delivery 
By messenger. 











SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


October 7, 1955 


Dr. Serge A, Korff 
President, The Ejtplorers Club 
10 Vfest 72nd Street 

New York, New York 

« 

Dear Dr. Korff: 

With this I return to you The Explorers Club Flag, No, 163, which 
the dub so kindly let me have for our recent African expedition. It 
served us well and was photographed in several historic places,— in 
the Temple of Khartoum, in the lava fields of the Belgian Congo, and 
at the equator crossing between the Congo and Uganda, We had quite a 
successful trip but, of course, — like all musewi expeditions, did not 
get all the booty we had counted on. Perhaps our eyes were just a 
little too large for our "stomiachs,*' as the saying goes. Nevertheless, 
we brought back a wealth of information and a host of pictures. The 
reason we have not made any great stir about them is that the National 
Geographic Society has them under advisement and is assisting us with 
the editing. Until everything is conqjlete there we will hold every- 
thing in abeyance. As soon as I can I want to send you a little note 
for the Journal on one or another or all three of the places mentioned. 

The most strenuous part of any expedition is the two or three 
month period following its return. I am still in the throes of organ- 
izing notes, cataloging , and fitting sections of pictures together. 

Rather regrettably I retura herewith two tickets. Nos. 1255 and 
1256, for the current lecture series, I regret that I will be unable 
to make use of them. That is a wonderful program that you are putting 
on and I would like to attend the African and Egyptian evenings but 
it's just b^ond me this winter, 

kindest regards to you, the board, and our mutual friends among 
the members. 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
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MAR 1 1955 


Sr . I(®c<»ate 

»iy«e%0r, IllAO 
faa^Bial, l«lgiaa Goi3^ 

B®ar Dr, ligceatej 

Our Dr, Waldo L. SchKitt baa written yon briefly regarding 
his tepeading visit to the Belgian Congo with a small gronp 
reprenentlag this Institution on the Sslthaoaiaa-Bredta 
tion. expedition i« prlmrily Interested in eolleetii^ and 

steidylag the invertebrate life of the Congo, chiefly sites and 
tichs, and their host plants and animals, as well as Crustacea, 
and other small forms of life. It is hoped that It may be poss- 
ible for yon to accomodate them in the gnest hon.se or houses a.t 
yotJT station for two nights about April 23 and 34, Should there 
be any cteng© in the expedition*® plans. Dr. Schmitt will apprise 
you at the very earliest oimortunlty, and otherwise Inform you of 
the progress of the party. She ps:rty, as at present constituted, 
consists of four peoples Dr. Seheitt, Br, Idward Bafe«r, scarolo- 
glst of the United States Department of A^leiilture, and Dr. Roy 
hymen Seacton, physician and photographer, and hl« son. Boy lyman 
Sexton, dr., as assistant photographer, fhey will be travelling 
in two automobiles, with chauffeurs and a ^ide provided by Mr. 
Brlc fhomton?-Dalliy of Butavu.* 

Any assistance or Gourtesles extended to the party would be 
mcto ai^reclated by this Institution. 

Cordially yours. 



leonsi^ Caraicteel 

Secretary 


AIR miL 


2k iP ebraary 


Dr. Maurice Lecosrte 
Director, DiEAC 
Yangaabi, Belgian Congo 


Dear Dr. Lecomtes 


Ik>ger Coustiy hex’e in Washington has told me of you, his good friend, 
and of his visit to yox^ ex^mtiMexA station at Yangaabi* I, too, would 
Like to visit it, along with a party of three vjitii wham I Mi all be touring 
the Congo this comirg April ajid I issention tiie number of people in our 

party first because we w:>ald like to spend about tw ni^dits (one full day) 
at your station if possible. 

In accordance witii present plans we would leave Stmileyville for Yatigsabi 
on April 23 hoping to spend that night aibl the next one in the station’s guest 
house, so tiiat we wo'xld have at least one full day at the station. 

¥e shall be travelling \inder the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution 
and under the sponsorship of Mr. and Jirs. Bruce Bredin of WilBiington, 
ware wlio will accoRipariy the expedition, arid keep a written record of it5^ We 
are all primarily intex'ested in the Congo invertebrate fauna, mites as they 
affect plants and animals, shrimps and crabs mid other terrestrial and aquatic 
invertebrates, shells, and fish as taken by the natives at the various river 
fisheries. The first wmed, the mites, will b© the especial interest of Dr. 
Edward flater of the D. S. Departraent of Agriculture, the slirisips and crabs 
to mej while a Dr. Sexton and his son will keep a pto to graphic record of our 
travels and collecting and the other interesting things that we Miall see 
of animal and native folk life. 

Do you thinic that the station will have place for us, paying the u sual,.,^ 
fees of coarse? We shall be travelling in 2 cars, 2 chajllers, a gijade, and 
|air-irb'f‘°'^T’"^r’hQpe tills is not too much to ask of you, but from all that 
Dr. Coustry has told us of the Con^ and the places we Miould visit Yangasibi 
stands hi^ on the list. 

Official permissiDn for our travels and collecting in the Congo will be 
requested of the Belgian Coverntaent by the Smithsonian Institution. If every- 
thing goes as we hope, we may be able to see you this coaijig April 23. Never- 
theless, I shall be* writing you again before to lor^ as our itirterary is more 
definitely settled. Dr. Coustiy wishes to be remstoered to you. 


With kindest regards 


|0<^«nov e>tocciund>» TUcy now ^ ao So 

TIAus ]iIUe Wfll o«/KSisr o* 

rKotoct«*\o\ ; -2. oJicr^ cU^s/Pf^s 

'^ryi 4LeoUY&*K ihorHKA.'Dc**' 11/ 


Sincerely, 

S'o 


(peo^i 


Waldo D. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 



Form 1258 lOM 124^ 


Libby, McNeill & Libby 



Food Products 


455 Beach Street 
SAN FRANCISCO 19, CALIF, 


AIRMAIL 


August 17, 1955 


Mp, Waldo L, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Musevtm 
Washington 25, D.C, 


Dear Mr, Schmitt: 

Thank you very much for letting us know about the canned 
Libby Fruits which you found in Gangalana-Bodio in the 
Belgian Congo, 

We are always pleased to hear that our products carry well 
under all kinds of conditions. 

The tin top which you sent us is from a can of peaches 
which was packed at our cannery in Gridley in the Northern 
part of the Sacramento Valley in 1953, 

The Belgium Congo has in the last few years been an excellent 
outlet for our products, and we were well aware that a 
good percentage of our merchandise travels many miles inland 
under quite hazardous conditions. 

Many thanks for your interest. 


Very truly yours. 


LIBBY/ M 


/. / 


cNEILL & LIBBY 



JTV:fm 

Export Sales Dept, 


J, T, Vfeltman 


Libby,McNeill , Libby 


August 13 » 1955 


Libby, MoHeill & Libby 

Western Office 

San Francisco, California 

Gentlemen t 

This past April 29 I was up in the northeastern 
pai*t of the Eelgian Congo in a place called Gangala— 
na-Bodio and for provisions had to turn to a local 
native cantina. On the shelves were a number of your 
canned goods, mostly canned fruits. The labels were 
somewhat the worse for wear but the contents of tte 
cans were in excellent condition. The question I 
would like to have answered isj When were these par- 
ticular fruits packed? 

I enclose herewith tim metal top of one of the 
tins. Whether it held plums or peaches I do not know 
because I got hold of the cans after the cook had 
thrown them out and retrieved this top and the en- 
closed label. Any information that you can give me 
regarding it would be keenly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 


WLdo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of 2oology 


Enc. 

WLSjvb 


P. S. The canned fruit, tuy the way, retailed for 28 to 
32 francs per can (56 to 6li cents American a can). We 
had plums, pears, and peaches to eat, but which cost 
what, I did not specifically write down, and cannot now 
recall. 
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EXCERPT 


Bukavu, May 13, 1955 


Dear Miss McCain: 


• • • 

I hope that Dr, Carmichael will do some- 
thing about ringing in the Geographic as con- 
sultants on our photo material. That's the 
oftly way we can check on Sexton's perfomance 
and use (or waste) of film, or his wanting to 
turn it to his own uses. He's gotten so that 
he thinks as long as he furnished the cameras 
and took the pictures that he owns them. We 
are going to have trouble unless we can have 
the Geographic on our side to evaluate material 
and help us (with suggestions and advice) on 
putting the movie milras together. 


• • • 

WLS 


Waldo L. Schmitt 


EXCFR? T_ * - ' 

Kisenyi 

May 12 , 1955 

Dear* Miss McCain: 

* m m 

Sexton has tried to make himself the great I Am. Is first out 
of the car, introduces himself and the rest of the oarty; 
latelT, since I counte'^ed him on a few things, he's introduced 
me as the leader of the oarty, if 1 haooened to be near 

enourh at hand. T don't mind much: I'm the only one with a 
visit:?ny ca**d, and in each case at Park or for soecial favor, 
Ganmala, the le^-ter to man in charge is specifically about me 
and coijrtosies I am to receive. The Belgians are no fools; 
a'f'ter rea^inst letter and hearing him, they surely aooreciate 
who's mrho . Also, I don't hear everything, and he's gotten a 
little oatronixing about setting me straight. It's a little 
hard to take, but I do it and thank him. It could be done in 
ni'^er f'ashlon, but I do have to keen oeace in the family. 

That is why I am not telling him off, and why I want to ring 
in the Geogranhdc Society to out a snoke in his wheel. 

Baker is doing good work on the mite collecting. He had 
a flu cold, the very worst case of loose bowels, and now, noor 
devil, a stye on his eye, which Sexton will ooen, or has already 
ooened . 

The real difficulty with Sexton will come when he finds 
out he's not going to run the film or oictures (that is, if Dr. 
Carmichael comes through as I hone). Sexton says Buddy can do 
the titles at Walter Reed; he (Sexton) can oay for a lot of the 
nutting of f'ilm and sound together, and will, if he gets control 
of ^i Im . I'd rather have a less exoensive, or oolished ,iob 
than to have him walk away with what, after all, will be the 

fruits of the exnedition. I hone I'll get the needed suonort 
from fpe S.I. '^hen Sexton begins to throw his weight around. 

T had trouble getting him to consent to out S.I. on return 
address of Kodachrome film which goes to Eastman for develoning. 
He wanted it all "examinppd" bv his Palis Church friends. I think 
he'd like them to hold it until he gets back. I consented for 
the Leo. and Stanlevville lots because he said he wanted to 
check exoosu*^es and camera (lens and shutter) nerformance. 

It was a reasonable request, but since then there has been no 
noint to it. Hone he's done as nromised. I can't check every 
item/ Buddv wrans uo for transmittal to the Consul for diplo- 
matic nouch. It would be too much of an Insult to them, and 
would wreck things hers and now. 

If vou can heln Ginny keen an eye on the film, I wish you 
would. I am enclosing some notes, culled from my rather meager 
diary, on what I think I said to her in various letters. If 
the film doesn't seem to be coming through from Porter Studios, 

see if vou can check with the nouch neonle if they have any 
record, and then keen a record of any conversations you or 
Ginnv have with the Po/rter outfit. 


« • » 


WLS 



Ah’- 




Aboard olane f-^orn Brussels to Leoooldvi lie . 


1. Mov’ e ■f’-’lm mailed from Brussels, addressed to Schmitt. Re- 
adriress it to Eastman F-^rocessing Lab., New York. It is the Belgian 
Museiim i'ilm showing Initiation of expedition and its deoarture from 
Brussels, inclu-^ing a 'iiscussion over a Congo mao at the Brussels 
Museijm. Do not onen when retijrned bv Eastman. (Kodachrome okg. 
on his table ?-LMc.) 


P. . Still camera film mailed from Brussels today. Do not 
onen. (Is that the flat nack on his tabled - -LMc ) 


Anr . 11. Leonoldville 

Exnosed ■f’i Im in va’^ious container's ad 11 soon be coming. Koda- 
ch'^’orne and Ektochv.ome to sro to Eastman Processing Labs, and black- 
an-^-white to Po'^ter Stojdios, 104 North Washington St., Palls Church, 
Va . Films maw be addressed, in nart, within the nkg . as you receive 
it frern State Dent. Keen record of romber and kind, and to which 
a.'^dross it was sent. The 4x5 flat nkgs . are black-and-white, or 
Ektochrome color -Cilmi. When returned, it ±10015. not be onened, ex- 
c nt tb^ black-and-white, esnecially the 4x5. Have 4 nrints made of 
each bv Kestner. 

Anr. 16 . Leonoldville 

Trouble -'d th customs. May not get any or much film out. Sexton 
wants to send it to orocessor, then to his friend for checking correct 
exoosure. Then it should go to the Museum, 


May 5. Bund a 

Hone you have kent record of films sent out and to whom for de- 
velonln.c:. Earlv sendings vo.<^q to go to Sexton's friend, for checking, 
then to mv office. The little rolls (smallest) are Kodachrome. They 
are in vellow bags with labels carrying addresses "to" and "from)' 

The labels have corners clinned or bent over, or are stereo nrinted 
acres s lab^i . 

Then, siicrhtlv larger roiis--film nacks of two kinds:, black-and- 
wblfee, nnd color. 

Then movie Tj in sopjare boxes abopjt 4 or 4w" s'paare and about 1 
thick. 


Caref'ul listing of films necessarv 



Y 12 


Kl senYi 


Shoul'i have "eoaived Leoaoldville and Stanleyville nouch sendings 
and deli veiled color* to Eastcian on Okie St. and black-andewhite to 

Porter* Studios for* develooinY:. Film from lastman v/ent (?) to Palls 
Church, and should have been sent bv Porter to S.I. after examina- 
tion •f'or* Sexton's guidance. If none has come, call them and keeo 
ver*'5q-j-, -1 rf ■**ecor*d , cC 


All ^llm fr'O’T! Bijkavu should have Museum* retur-n address before 
it ffoes to Eastman. Black-and-white goes to Porter, but get Dack 
Leonold v" 1 le and Stanleyville film before sending more. 



Filed? SI Bredin Belgian t3ongo Exp, 


Sov®ber 19, 1956 


Mr. Albert J. McCartney 

Chains an, frogrm Ckjwittee 
CosaK>s (^nb 
l^ashingtOB 8, B, C, 

Dear Ifr. McCartneys 

At long last , I ais in a position to give yon soae 
definite inforaation regarding the African film that I 
promised to put on for you on the 10th of Deceaber. 

I had hoped to see you at the birthday dinner, but Ifr. 
Oshser, of wtoa I inquired, had not located you either. 

I have filled out your questionnaire, and I aa pre 
pared to give you any other information that you might 
wish to have beyond the miawers to that questionnaire 
and the accoi^anying draft for the announcment. 

fhank you for the opportunity that you are giving 
ae to show ay pictures at the Club, 

Sincerely, 


Incl. 

M.Sseek 


%ldo L. Schmitt 
lead Curator 
Beparta^t of Zoology 



Filed: 


SI Bredin Congo Exp, 
Cosmos Club 


October 19, 1956 

Hr. Albert 4. KcCartn^, Caiairman 
Frogram CtMaraittee 
Cosmos Club 
Washington 8, D. C, 

Dear Mr. McCartney* 

I promised to let you have some word this month about the 
African film that I shall be stKjwing at the Club on the 10th of 
Decmber, but I shall need another week or two grace. Perhaps 
by the end of the month I can give you the information required 
as set forth in the questionnaire which I received fr<xB you in 

July. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo h, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 

^Steek 



McGregor, Robert G. 


AIR LETTER Hay 7, 1956 

Ifr, Robert G. HcOregor 
Aaerioan Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian CJongo 

Dear Mr. McGregors 

I aa really very hapf^ to receive your letter of Kbrch 8, 

It is nice to know that I may have the opportunity of talking 
things over with you next spring. There is a lot to be said 
about the African e^qpedition which I have not cared to commit to 
paper. the main, it was most successful. The greatest diffi- 
culty was at the photographic end of things, but that I take it 
has been ironed out in scrnie reasonable fashion. All in all, good 
and bad, we have better than 5,000 feet available for projection, 
but that, in the next month or two I hope , with the National Geo- 
graphic Society's aic^ to cut it down to about 3,000 feet, roughly 
an hour's showing. I am quite an amateur at film editing, but 
they have all the necessary know-how and experience. Our tape 
recordings need to be brought together on one reel to use with the 
particular episodes to idaich they relate. If I had known idaat I 
know now about moving pictures, I doubt I would have consented to 
have any taken on the trip. 

With Ifr. Bredin we have just completed a two months' cruise 
through the West Indies, having left Washington on March 1st, return- 
ing 2nd. On that expedition we took kodachrtme stills, four of 
us, and out of our several efforts we expect to have some nice 
views of our visits to most of the larger islands between Trinidad 
and St. Croix, 

It will be a wonderful thing to see you and l&’s, McGregor and 
have a "get-together" with Bob and it's. Tost. 

Kindest regards and the best of good wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 

WLSchmitt s eek 




McGregor, Robert G. 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



MAR 151956 


American Consulate General, 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, 
iiarch S, 1956. 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

Head Curator, 

Department of Zoology, 

Smithsonian Institution, 
V/asliington 25, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Miss Tibbetts has showi me your letter to her of 
February 24, 1956, and I am glad to know that everything 
is finally working out and that on balance your Congo 
trip was a success. I hope some day I xm.!! be able to 
see the filta you took. 

Marv and I shall be hoiae this time next year and 
vri.ll look foward with pleasure to seeing you then. 

Sincerely yours. 






y 



September 16, 1955 


Air Mall 


Mr, 8ob®rt 0, McGregor 
^erican Consul General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Ck>ngo 

Dear McGregor: 

Hei^ I 8KI benind band again. It is now three weeks since I 
purchased a draft from the '^erican Eaqjress Ckaspany to defray that 
still outstanding indebtedness of |b.l5. ?arious itass of the sort 
are cropping up and I ^ not know \diat else yet be in the offing. 
There was a storage charge on the crate I sent home Cenwarren, which 
reached Washington with the shipwent made from %jtebbe. 

As regards that troublescate Him, I had assumed that Dr. Sexton 
acknowledged its safe receipt but heard fjrraB him sose days ago that 
he had not. It has been developed now and seems to be in very good 
condition. But so far I have only glimpsed the ends of a few rolls, 
Sexton* s all-fired rush to get this film heme and processed seems to 
have b^n the root of all our troubles, and the difficulties we made 
for you and otJ»rs in the Congo. 

The matter of going over the film and editing the worthwhile 
parts of it awaits the convenience of the Hational GeograpMc Society, 
which has kindly consented to do that much for the Smitlisonian as 
soon as th^ find time, about mid October. We hope they may find it 
worth showing at one of their Friday evening lectures. 

As I may have remarked to you before, I did not get all the 
shrimps and crabs I had counted on, but, at that, we did not fare so 
badly. The shrimps and crabs brought back totaled something over 
1,000, but they do not bulk as large as the figure sounds, many being 
quite small. Of fishes there are 550. The mammals have not yet been 
checked over but there must be 50 or 60 of thas. The mites, which 
were Dr, Baker*s primary concern, saved the day for us, scientifically 
and nxmierically. He tells me that th^ will yield frem 5,0CX) to 
10,000 miearosec^ic slid© mounts. Among tlw® he expects to find a 
considerable number of undescribed species and a host of new records 
of the occurrence of plant-mites in Africa. The smallest things sesae- 
ttmes become the largest frm point of view of economic importance. 



2 - 


The tingle in the tijp of ny soake bitten finger is still there 
but slowly, oh, so slowly, diminishing* It will take another year 
before it is gone , I fear. We have had our ups and downs with 
weather, but now mid-September seems to be ushering in on© of the 
most delightful Falls ev^. 

Did your daughter ever get in that hunting trip? 

Again my very best regards to you, and ny heartfelt thanks for 
what you have done for us, leraMaber lae kindly to the ladies and the 
losts. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo i, SohEltt 
Head Curator 
repartraent of Zoology 


Enc. Ih*aft fcr 


WLS ivb 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Consulate General, 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, 


July 25, 1955. 


Dr, VJaldo L, Schmitt , 

Head Curator, 

Department of Zoology, 

Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, D, C, 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Thank you for your two long letters, both dated July IS, 
regarding the mfortunate consequences of your failure to 
check in with the Customs at Usumbura prior to leaving the 
Congo. None of us had any thought that you did so delib- 
erately and were sure that there would be some reasonable 
explanation. 

The Customs authorities are presently looking into 
the matter and we xd.ll keep you .informed of developments 
as they occur. 

I am glad to know of your safe return and that the 
results of 3 ^ur expedition were satisfactorj'-. We all 
remember 3 rour party with great pleasure. 


Sincerely yovirs. 



July 18, 1955 


Air Mall 

Mr. Eobert 0. McGregor 
American Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear fSr. McCSregorj 

I have carefully read that Foreign Service Despatch (Department’s 
CA-6593, March H, 1955) concerning the %ithsonlan Bredln l^edltlon 
and appreciate your forthrightness and plain speaking, I would that I 
could make amends for all the trouble I gave you in connection with our 
recent expedition and ite many problems of one kind or another, I ssy 
now as I have before and shall again that no one could have done more, 
and few would have attempted and accmplished as much, as you did in 
our behalf. 

The failure to see Mr, Vanhee, as you advised me wire to Lwiro, 
was Just one of those things, Tou have no idea how I felt inside when 
we were lining things up at Gablro, preparatory to crossing the border 
the next day, when it dawned on me ‘^at we did not have that transit 
paper. If it had been humanly possible to have gone back for it, it 
would have been done but it was two days back by auto and there was no 
plane to be had for love or money and the biweekly Nile steamer was 
leaving fuba on May 29. Xou did aaj th^Mr, Vanhee knew about us and ^ 

would be able to help us (I do not have your wire before me, it’s packed 
with papers yet to arrive by surface mail frm Cairo), From letters from 
the office, I had gathered that despite great efforts on the part of the 
State Depariiment clearance of our outfit could not be obtained. After 
all our exp®riences with Custcansy (and all connected with that service 
proved that they were as sympathetic and helpful within their means and 
regulations as could be) I did not expect to receive more than similar 
courtesy at Usumbura. Besides, everyone about ua was talking i&ikitumba 
where we would be crossing the border into Uganda, But that is not the 
reason I didn’t go. It may have produced a psychological block but there 
were moments, after I realised too late that I’d missed seeing Mr, Vanhee, 
that I would have given my right hand to have made good the oversight. 

As I wrote you the visit Dr, Sexton and I paid Dr, Harroy put the Vanhee 
call entirely out of ngr mli^ tr, Baker and young Sexton, who were left x' 
behind in Bukavu to follow ua to Uviro, switched signals and Joined us 
again at Astrlda. 
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Earlier in Bukaru we had checked our supplies and ecuii^ent. esneciallT 
film, with your wire before us. Dr. Sexton, who handled that end of things 
for the ei^iedition, totted up all the exposed and unexposed film at Mr, 
Thornton’s request because he insisted that such an estimate was needed for 
the Gust<»a3 man at the border so that he would have the necessary funds on 
hand to refund our deposit less the duties incurred. Though he took care 
of the film stocks and the use thereof and was also cognisant of your 
instructions and wire, I am not shirking the full responsibility for our 
failure to visit the Oistome office in Usumbura, 

The figures given Thornton were supposed to account for the film for 
which you assumed resjwnsibility. The formalin-alcohol mixture in the tanks 
of specimens and the cheese cloth used in wapping the speclmenw was accepted 
as representing the amount not left in the formalin bottles or in that bolt 
of cloth, Tlx>ugh we still had some unused formalin the tax was paid on all 
the declared formalin because it saved hunting through boxes for it, I 
believe the materials declared in both the Stanl^yrille and Leopoldville 
shipnents were accounted for to the Customs man’s satisfaction, ¥e had with 
us the transit documents received in Leopoldville and Stanleyville except 
the one left with you covering the film brought in to Leopoldville. These, 
the Customs man kept to madl to L^poldville though I wanted to send them 
to you direct. 

i 

Dr, Lambi^cht, with whcaa I became acquainted during his sojourn in 
the States, told us at Lwiro that he would be in KSkitumba the day we 
p^sed through and though the Custcmis man theare spoke English quite well, 
Lambrecht rendered great help as interpreter} otherwise we might not have 
come through with so little delay. 

It so happened tliat I did not sit in at the Kakitumba discussions 
to any extent because it was the after I was bitten "by the snake that 
got away” in Kagera Park, I had a shot of antivenin the sme night in the 
index finger of my left hand, and it was still hurting like the dickens 
all the next di^. At Kakitumba all 1 felt like doing and did was to walk 
up and down outside, surreptitiously wringing ay hands and left finger, 

I think the antivenin which Dr, Sexton obtained from the superintendent 
of the Park caused me more pain and after effects than aiythlng the snake 
did. The finger subsequently showed signs of infection, but that's long 
past except for a alight stiffness in the last joint. It is getting 
better by the day} the only evidence remaining of the event is that the 
nail is being pushed forward and off by a new one forming underneath. 

As I wrote you in the letter mailed at Khartom, I shall be glad to 
make good any charges, duties, or penalties timt may be assessed against 
us or you. That stataaent I find Dr. Carmichael confirms in so many words 
in his letter of June 27 to the Secretary of State written before my return 
to the office. The whole business is worse than two snake bites, because 
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a bite would only cause m sme inconvenience* but isy failure to see 
f!r« Vanhee at Usiai&ura eiabarrassed, and made trouble for you and 
others, the last thing in the world that I wanted to happen. I*m 
still more than grateful to you for all you did for us. 


I never did get all the shrimps and crabs I*d set my heart on, 
but I got a nice collection of mammals, a better one of fishes, in 
part frffls Lakes Edward, Albert, And fanganyka and the lava samples 
in which our geological department was sc interestcsd. But Baker’s 
success with the mites, as tiny they are, more than offsets the 
lack of quantity in ny collections. 


It was, all said and done, a re«norable esqjedition. Thank you 
again! }fy good wishes and the beat of good luck to you and yours, 
the Bobert Yosts, and others at the Consulate and the America^) Club. 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


CC; Mr. Graf 


WLSchmittivb 



July 10, 1955 


r 


Mr. Robert G. McGregor 
American Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr. McGregor: 

lour letter of July 12 was received this after- 
noon, and I hasten to acknowledge it in the same 
envelope with the letter responding to your Foreign 
Service Despatch of July lli. 

It is good news that you have the film that was 
left with Thornton at Bukavu. It was beginning to 
look as though it had been lost. Do you raneraber the 
lot we sent you for the pouch from Stanleyville the 
last week in April? It did not get to the Museum 
until June 5l 

This Thornton film must have been, for the 
greater part at least, film brought in at Stanley- 
ville. As Sexton handled the photographic end of 
things, his son keeping the film records, I shall 
consult him forthwith about it and report back to 
you in the next day or two. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



Aiuerican Consulate General, 

Leopold\'ille , E el gran -Congo , 
July 12 , 1955 . 




Dr, -"alclo Schmitt^ 

c/o Siiiithsoniaji Institute^ 
v/ashington^ D.G. 
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Dear Dr. Cciimitt: 


Enclosed are the letters we sent .■’■ou in care of the 
Chief of Gustoras in Usunbura and imich have noi/ been re- 
turned to us via the Director of Customs in Leopoldville. 
The letters i/ere of course returned to us unopened. You 
may find them useful for your. files and for the answers 
thev furnish to certain of your questions. 

The transit document mentioned as enclosed irith our 
letter of -Hay 10 ^ 1955 ^, >^sis given to the Director of Cus- 
toms at his request. 


Tfe 


have now received a large imckage from Thornton in 
Bukavu^ containing seven smaller packages or exposed film 
left by the eorpedition with Thornton, ke have checked in- 
formally and find that none of this fiLm was included on 
the transit document covering, the material jt'ou brought in 
3^t Leopold\d_lle and presume therefore that jou declared it 
to the, Congo Customs at Stanle;5/~ville. The documents xvhich 
you executed at Stanleyville were presumably presented by 
JOU when 3^011 left Ruanda -Urundi on riay 2 o and found to 
agree amth a physical check of the material 3^011 too^ out 
with you at that time. This means that the films now bein 
held b3r the Consulate General ma:/- have no legal basis for 


& 


still being in the Congo. ’ Ce have xrnitten to the Director 
of Custo.Tis, however, aski;i,-; for oemission to fonward them 
to ,you-'n.a air pouch. Vduld you in the meantime be able to 
fiirnish us anv information that night helm us in case xfe 
are asked by Customs for sn explanation of the roatter? 


3incerel;r 3/ours 



Linclosiires: 3 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 




American Consulate General^ 

Leopoldville ; Belgian Congo , 
May 10, 1955. 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

c/o Dr« L,. van den Berghe, 

Directeur de 1<I.R.S.A.C., . 

Lwiro, 

(Kivu). 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 

Thank you for yom* letter of the 5th, which arrived yesterday. 

We have looked into the matters you mention, with the following results: 

1, Thez^ are no packages being held at the Astoria for 
Mr, Kellogg, There are, however, a number of packages 
of books there for a Mr, Kelsey, which must have been 
what gave rise to the misunderstanding, 

2, The average price at the Palace for doiible irocsa with 
bath, two in a roima, breakfast included, is 350 francs 
a night; the correspcsiding price at the Memling is 
375 francs, 

3, The Memling serves no meals, except breakfast, which is 
included in the price of the room. Since there is no 
restaurant in the Memling, many visitors to Leopoldville 
find it moz*e ccmvenient to stay in the Palace or the 
Regina even though they may find the rooms somewhat less 
attractive than at the Memling, 

4, We are informed that the price of gasoline at Stanleyville 
is 5,60 francs per liter; at Leopoldville it is 3,70 francs 
per liter. 

Immediately after receiving your letter from Stanleyville, I 
wrote to our Embassy in Brussels, outlining the difficulties you 
have had here in the Customs line and asking the Embassy to approach 
the Ministry of Colonies to see if an 3 rthing could be done to relieve 
3 rou of some of your Custcms obligations. The Embassy has done this, 
and we will write 3 nou as soon as we are informed of the Ministry's 
reply. Dr, Carmichael has also been in touch with the Department of 
State on the matter. 



Your transit document covering the films is enclosed* Since the 
last shipment was to have come from Stanleyville, I presume that there 
will be no more films going back by pouch. 

It's nice to hear that you are having such a pleasant tidp and 
we hope that you all continue to bear up mder the rigors of the 
Congo bush, I will write again later. 

With kindest regards to Dr, Baker, the Sextons and yoxxrself. 


Sincerely, 



Enclosure: 

Transit document 
040031 - Leo-Aero 


t 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Cons e G^eral) 

Leopoldville ; Belgian Congo > 
May 11, 1955. 



Dr* Waldo L* Schmitt, 

c/o Mr, Vanhee, 

C<»itz*olle\ir des Douanes, 

Usumbura* 

Dear Dr* Schmitt: 

Mr* Yost called on the Director of Customs again this morning, 
at the request of the Director, to discuss your case. 

The Director stated that there was absolutely nothing anyone 
could do to relieve you of yom* responsibility vis-a-vis the Customs 
and that you will definitely have to pay duty on any of yoia: declared 
goods that are left in the Congo. There is no discreticai permitted 
by the existing legislation, even in the case of scientific parties* 
However, jrou may feel freer about two items: (l) There will be no 
tax on your film exposed in the Congo; all srou have to do is present 
the same amount, either exposed or unexposed, upon leaving as you 
declared on entering (less the amotmt marked off the transit document 
as having gone out by pouch) and there will be no Customs charges 
to pay on any of it* (2) There is no import duty on books, so your 
acarology texts can ccxse in free. 

The Director advised us to have you get in touch with the 
”Controlleur des Douanes” at Custcxns headquarters in Usumbura, Mr* 
VANHEE, and pi*esent all the Customs documents in your possessi^ 
to him* Ordinaidly, if you followed yo\ir previously determined 
itinerary, you wo\J.d pass throu^ Customs on leaving Belgian terri- 
tory at Kaki-Tumba on the Ruanda-Uganda border, but since that post 
might not have enough money on hand to refund your deposits, Mr* 
Vanhee, to whcmi the Director here is writing, will do iidiat he can 
to help you* 

I am Sony that of the efforts made on yoiu* behalf have not 
proven more helpful, but there seems to be no way at all of tendering 
the Customs law in this matter, I am making a full report of your 
e^eiiences to the appropriate authorities in Washington in order 
to serve as a guide to other scientific parties that contemplate 
working in the Congo* 

With very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 



American Consul General 




THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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American Consulate General, 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, 
June 7, 1955. 


,/ 


Dr. Waldo L, Schmitt, 

anithsonian-Bredin Expedition, 
c/o American Embassy, 

Cairo . 

Dear Dr. Schmitt; 

I have just received a note dated Jxme 3 from Mr, Van hee. 
Controller of Customs at Usumbura, who infonaed us that you had not 
as yet called at his office. You may recall we sxiggested this call 
in ovir telegram to you of May 11 — it was particularly important since 
we had sent the transit document covering your films to you in his 
care and since considerable trouble had been taken by the Director 
of Customs in Leopoldville to insure that Mr. Van hee would help you 
in any way possible. 

Could you let us know as soon as possible what happened after we 
last heard from you from Paulis? We are also writing to Dr. Van den 
Berghe in the hopes that he can throw some light on the question, I 
sincerely hope that no sickness or other difficulty caused a change 
in your plans. Did our telegram to 3 rou at Lwiro perhaps miss you? 

With kind regards to you, the Sextons and Dr, Baker, 


Sincerely yoiurs. 



^erican Consul General 

/ 



COPT 


May 30, 195$ 


Mr. Robert G. McGregor 
American Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr. McGregor: 

We all pull some boners some time, and perhaps I more timn my siiare. 
We failed to* get to see the Custom’s man in Usumbura and pick up the 
“yellow sheet” relating to our film brought in at Leopoldville. The 
reason was that we had such a good time with Dr, Harroy, new governor 
of Kuandi-Urundi, that all else was forgotten that das’-,— I've known him 
since way back in '39 by correspondence, and moreover he personally 
picked Dr. Marlier as head of the laboratory at Gvira (Lake Tanganyika) 


whcwi I think is one oT the finest, most syinpstico of all the Belgians 

met cn this trip. and ncvi back to customs, yellow sheets, and border 

exit. The, young man in charge was grand on all counts, we also had the 
personal assistance of Dr. Frank Lambrccht cf IRSAC at Lwiro, wno had 
business in the area. As a result we ciiecked cff all used film to the 
customs officer's satisfaction t-iithcut that one yellow document, paid 
a reasonable tax, on film, and other items, and personally have no 
complaints or gripes. However, when I said I would like the yellow 
sheets for return to you re the guarantee he replied that he would mail 
them back to the proper customs official, I take it, in Leopoldville. 

I hope it viorks out alright, if not, you can count on r/ie to make good 
anything that may be charged against you on our (film) account. 

Dr. Lambrecht will be able to bear vxitness to the above statements. 


V*e had a grand time and no-w are two days out of Juba, floating 
down the Nile. Khen we got to Juba the aix’plane co. said they did 
not have us listed for seats, nor could we get a charter plane. We 
did find an auto and driver who got us through in time to make the 
boat with half day to spare. Sorry I carj't mail this before Khartoum, 
Hope you iH were^^Baused any anxiety about customs, but I* vs had 

little time to write till now, lou shall have a better letter from 
Washington, Regards to you and yotir family, Bob his, and 

the young ladies who also helped us so much. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American ConsnL General^ 

Leopoldville 9 Belgian Congo > 
Hay 33 > 1955 . 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt « 

c/o Mr. Vanheej 

ControUeur des Donanesy 
Usim^ura. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I have delayed writing until we had escplored every possibility 
of sectudng sraae advantages for you idiich would relieve you of the 
necessity of too many customs conq^lications on leaving the Qoago^ 

You will have received our last letter on this subject > and although 
1 am hopeful that you will have a minimum of duties to pay^ 1 feel 
that your idiole trip has revealed a situation which the Belgians will 
want to coxrect if other e3q)editions are to be encouiraged to visit 
the Congo. 

The trotOjle seems to be that the Customs law is eot^pletely 
inflexible > and no Goveznment fmctimary, including the Minister of 
Colonies, has any discreticxi in applying the Customs laws affecting 
expeditions such as yottrs. It is at least comforting to know that 
the decisions that were taken in respect of your group were not due 
to either pettiness on the part of officials or a lack of willin^ess 
to aec<xBDU3date you. 

We have learned much, and as sow as you have left and we know 
the resT:ilts of your eapezlence at the port of exit, we will make a 
full report to the Department for the information of all concerned 
in Washington. 

You have been extremely patient and c<xiscientio\is under trying 
circumstances, and this has helped us to play our part. 

Please give our very best regards to all the mmabers of yoiu* 
party. We hope that the results of yoxu^ work will compmisate for 
your inconveniences. 


Sincerely yotirs. 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Consulate General, 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, 
April 21, 1955. 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

c/o Sabena Guest House, 

Stanle wille , 

Dear Dr. Schmitt; 

We have Just received a letter, dated April 20, from 
the Government General, reading as follows: 

"The Director of the Hunting Station at Gangala-na- 
Bodio has been advised of the arrival at and the 
visit of the Station by the members of the (Smithson- 
ian-Bredin) Expedition, 

"Regarding the visit to the National Parks, this 
is dependent on the granting of a visitor’s pemit 
which is given by the persons delegated for this 
purpose by the lianaging Committee of the 'Institut 
des Parcs Nationainc' 

Since the latter permit is within the competence of 
Mr. Van Straelen, he will alraost certainly have made complete 
arrangements for you. Otherwise I would suggest yDur writing 
him directly before your visit to Kagera Park. 

With very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 



MacGregor, Robert 0/ 
Filed ! Belgian Congo 


March 25, 1955 


Mr. Robert G, McGregor 
American Consulate General 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Mr. McGregor: 



Although I had planned to send the Leopoldville part of my 
collecting gear by steamer, I have had to change it to air ex- 
press because the steamer sailing from New York was postponed, 
which would have brought things to Leopoldville much too late. 

The present shipment consists of four black fiber cases, 
strapped, vrith handles, and enclosed in individual crates. A 
list of the contents of the cases will be forwarded you offici- 
ally, as before. The shipment is addressed: 


American Consulate General 

Leopoldville 

Belgian Congo 

(WLS) 


I do not know just idien it will leave the Museum. As air ex- 
press takes only two or three days from New York, I cannot pre- 
dict just when it will arrive. Dr. Baker and I expect to land 
in Leopoldville the morning of April 8 via Sabena. It may be 
that we will be there with you to receive the shipment. In 
any case, we are destined for the Hotel Astoria, and I am hop- 
ing that they have a spare storage room in which we can do some 
unpacking and assembling of collections that we may make in the 
vicinity. Do not concern yourself with this matter, however. 

» 

Thank you for your letter of March 15. I am keeping my 
fingers crossed, hoping that the first shipment gets to Stanley- 
ville in time. 

I hope that we are not making too much trouble for you and 
that I may be able to return your kindness in some fashion 
either when I see you or at some later date. 

Sincerely, 


WLS :LMc 


Waldo L. Sciimitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Consulate General, 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 
March 15, 1955. 


Dear Mr. Schmitt: 

The carbon of your letter of March 10, 1955 preceded 
the original being smt via official channels. 

I am writing now to say that we will do everything 
possible to coaply with your instiructions to get your 
equipment on to Stanleyville in time for you to pick it 
up there. At this point I am not siare what ccm^lications 
there will be, but I feel certain we can woric the matter 
out, provided the S. S. STEEHSTRAETE arrives at Matadi 
in time to make all the transshipments. It looks as 
thou^ it will be a very close race with time, but I am 
sure that all idio will be asked to help will cooperate 
in view of the scientific natiiire of your mission. 


Sincerely yours. 



liiAert G. McGregor 
Aii^ncan Consul General 


(/ 


Waldo L. Schmitt, Esqtdre, 

Head Curator, 

Department of Zoology, 

Smithsonian Instituticm, 
Washington, D. C. 




// 


Anstricaa Coastslata 
I»eopoMirlll 0 
Belgian CongQ 






cd 


Sirs 

The .irdthocnian liistiti^tion is sponsoring an axpodition to 
the BelfjiEn Conso tmder tte- leadorship of Dr. Waldo L# seteiitt, 
our tei^d curator of r^oologj* Flying Sabena to Leopoldville by’' 
way of Eano; Jllseria^ and paying a brief visit to Bra^gavillej^ 
French Ecfmtorial i'.frica# the party will travel frm StanXerrille 
to BulaiTO by auto, on to tisuabura, in Ruanda -‘Urimdi, and thenee 
to Entebbe, Uganda, by plane to yiib-a In the Anglo-Hgyptlan- Sudan, 
wii© 3 ?e n boat will be talren for a trip do"»m the Hilo to Cftir©, 
using train tmvel where necesoer^. From Cairo Sabena will be 
taken home, with sos'.e stops in continental 2m‘ope, The esepedi- 
tion lias been oriymised for tlie purpose of eolleetlng and study- 
ing the asiller anlr.al life of the region, chiefly iwerfcebrat®. 

In connection with thin proposed trip, we have talmn the 
lUjorty of foiniardlng through the y« fi. Bespatsh Agent tho ool- 
leotlng outfit addressed m shown on the attached shipping in- 
voice in your care at Matadl, the port of entry, for re-forwarding 
to the Smitlrsonian-Bredin jacpedltion at Stanleyville, Belgian 
eongo* The shipEaent will leave Mew York llaroh 12 on the SS 
STEEIfSffiAElS, Belgian Lim, and will arrive at Hatadi fferch 23-25* 
fey I ask timt you kindly approach tim local Belgian officials to 
authorise tmm to fontard the ahipaent frem Mafcadl to I^opold- 
ville. It trill he appreciated if you will then eleai* the material 
t!ii*ough cuntaits and reship it tnm Leopoldville to Btanleyvllle* 

X am enclosing a detailed list of contents ©f the 


vertenfcXy, tlie boxes are addressed to .Ltepoldvilla m final 
destination, fe assist you with Kirking the boxes to 
vllle, I am Imving labels sent to you under sepstmte cover, 

f hough Br, seteitt and fils party iflll arrive in LeopoL.. 
ville April 8 to 11, they will pick up this e^uipiaent in Stanley 
ville, where the party hoglns its auto tour eastward on April X 
CAi his errival. Dr, Solmitt will reiiaburse you for any ©senses 
entailed in haMllng this shipment* 


A smaller shipment of supplies destined for the use of the 
party in tlie Leopoldville area will follow on the next Belgian 
I4.n@ steamer, two weeks hence, but about it we ©imll cesmunlcate 
with you shortly. 





11^ IS wit a siaea2»a i*®gret 

Th^ expedition tes 
to consult jm In 

1 **^ Jk 




tills riiN|uest 
hurriedly^ 

hope you can glim ns 


* A'Uiy 3. 


m. 
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AIR MATI, 


March 10, 1955 


Mr. Robert MacGregor 
American Consul 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear MacGregor i 

Through official channels, jour assistance is beii^ solicited 
bj the Smithsonian Institution in behalf of the Smithsonian-Bredin 
Congo Expedition which the Institution is spomorir^, aixi whidi I 
have the honerr, aimi I ai^t a^, the pleasure, of heading tip as the 
Smithsonian * s represenbattve. In extension of that official cm®- 
mnication, I would like to add this more personal word, for we do 
med your help in the worst kind of way, in order that the heavier 
part of our photc^rai^c supplies and cc^lecting gear get to 
Stanleyville in time for us to pick thm up on April l6 or 17 on 
our arrival there. 

As at present constituted, the expedition is a relatively 
small one, our party consistir® of but four people who may later be 
joined by two more at a S 0 E»what later date. The four include 
mys^f. Dr. Edward Baker, acarologist (ait© ard ticdc man) of the 
D. S. Departs^nt of Agriculture, Dr, Roy lyman Sexton d Washington, 
D, C.j physician (medical consultant) and photographer, and his son, 
Roy L., Jr., as assistant. We are flying ty Sabena to Leopoldville, 
to arrive there, Schmitt and teker, on April 8, and the Sextons on 
April 11. On the 17th we fly to Stanleyville to take two autos (one 
for the party and erne for supplies and gear) for the balance of our 
stay in the Belgian Congo. This will take us to the northeastward 
to 0@igala-na-Bodia, then south to Costermmville , Uvira and 
Usumbura, up to the Kagera Park, and on to Entebbe, Uganda, where 
we take tte plane for Juba for the boat (and train) trip down the 
Nile to Cairoj then hero. 

Tl® fact tJiat we are flying from Leopoldville to Stanleyville 
has made it necessary to ship our heavier impediMnta in advame of 
our own arrival, so that it will get to Stanleyville by the time we 
get there. It is for this reason that we so iirgently need your 
help. This shipment, diich leaves New TOrk, Jferch 12, on the Bel- 
gian Une S.S. STEE^IRAETE and which Is listed on the invoice sent 
you officially will need to be transferred almost immediately (is 
that the word?) to the train for Diopoldville, and from there to 
the river steamer for Stanleyville, I do not know how tight connec- 
tior® are, but that gear we've got to have in Starileyville by the 
l6th or 17th at the latest if the expedition is to succeed. Can 
this be accomplished? I sincerely hope so, ¥e hold special pass- 
ports, Baker, the elder Sexton, and j^self, and are travellir^ on 
an official. Smithsonian-sponsored, expedition, and so, I hope, 
there will be a mlnlnEim of Customs* difficulties. Do the chests 


2 





(there are 12 of them) have to be t^ened In Matadt?, Leopoldville?, 
or can they be seat in bond, or at least foihmrdod to Stanleyville 
to be opemd fca* Inspection there before the prcqper officials if 
opening be deemed mcessary? For those bcoces to raaain in Leopc^d- 
ville (or Matadi) till m get there would be fatal* They must get 
to Stanleyville by the 17th, if humariLy possible, if we are to do 
the collecting we have planmd and hope to accongslish. 


Just in case, I m sending you herewith a key that fits tte 
locks to these several chests, and especially because thOTe is one 
chest that I must si^ you to open before it is shipped up river. 

It is much the smallest of the lot, #12, contain!!^ -ttie amrsanition 
we hope to tise in the long-barrelled collecting pistols we are 
brii^ing along. It is in two lots in this #12 chest or box. Tl® 
upperuKjst canvas bag with anything in it is marked ”for Leopoldville, 
and if I remOTber correctly, contains U boxes of "lilO” shells and 3 


of c<»iKn®‘cial long rifle 22 »s, all containing small or "dust" shot. 
Down nearer the bottom of this little chest is another canvas bag 
marked “for Stanleyville" which contaim 6 boxes of the I4l0*s and 
also 3 of the 22 *s. The chest and these last ("for Stanleyville") 
should go on to Stanloyville with ttie other eleven chests. If 
th^e is any cjuestion about aBmainition, hold it till we get to see 
you, but I do hope that tliat nsaxked for Stanleyville can go forward, 
and that you will hold out Ibat intended for use in the vicinity of 
Leopoldville. I guess by the ti» you ♦ ve read all this you will 
wish m had never intended to explore the Coi^o for any kind of 


tr 


animal lifel 


It‘s high ti3^ I told you what we are after both sjologieally 
md photographically. Ifo one of us is interested in hunting game, 
birds, or animals, though we shall try to get some effective motion 
pictures of the characteristic larger African animals in the several 
national parks visited, Gararaba, Albert, and Kagera, A photographic 
i^ord of the expedition's operations wiH also be kept. Our 
primaiy interest is the invertebrate fauna, mites, and ticks as 
they affect plants and animals, shrlngss and crabs, and other terres- 
trial and aquatic invertebrates, shells, and fish as taken by the 
natives at the various river and lake fisheries. 


With your help we can certainly umke a go of thirds regard- 
less of weather, though rains, if they are heavy {fey times, will 
slow us down. Here's hoplJ^ you can spare the time to get our 
boxes off to Stanleyville, I shall pay up prcmaptly whatever you 
may expend in om* behalf, and if an dvanae would be not only 
appropriate but helpftxl, please do not hesitate to write me air 
mall. The least I could do Is send you the cost of freight from 
Ifetadi to StariL^rvUle, and cost of teving boxes relabelled (lait 
do not, if you can avoid it, get me or our collecting outfit into 
the hands of customs br<&ers so-called), Do give me an Idea how 



iRiucli I C8JI 30nd in sdvsncQ j lusilEtncs no0d©<i x sls^iX psy yow 

when I see yon. Fallw citizens can git a consul into lots of 
trouta®, Forgive at least sosks of us J 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Scteaitt 
Hoad Curator 
Depar-feient of Zoology 


P.S.l.X hate to mention it here, Isat a much smaller shij^nt 
ctestlned for our party’s use in the L^polchrille area will follow 
on the next Belgian /African Line steamer tvo weelcs hence, but 
alwat tJmt we shall write you again on the eve of its departure. 

P«S. 2. Hr. Eric Thomton-Dallly, who Is makirg most of our 
trip arrar^ements , wites if you cannot help us get the Stamleyville 
shipment to Stanleyville, xio one else can* 



Wire to Sclsnitt frc»n McGregor 


From Leopoldville 


Dr. Waldo ScMltt c/o 
IRSAC Lwiro, Bukavu 


Belgian government unable give Customs waiver letter sent 
you today explaining situation and returning transit 
document you may pick up letter from Ifr Vanhee controleur 
of Customs headquarters Usumbura Vanhee being alerted by 
director Cumstoras Leopoldville and will help you within 
his regulation. 


McGregor 



CONGO BELGE — BELCISCH- KONGO 

SERVICE DES T^ECOMMUNICATIONS 

DIENST DER TELEVERBINDINGEN 


NUMERO 

Nummer 


iii 


r. 




ORIGINE 

OoTsprong 


MOTS 

Woorden 


DATE 

Datum 


HEURE 

Uur 


VIA 

Via 


'J^. 


u 






.0,. 


Arrive a : 

Aangekomen te : 


Indications de service 
taxees 

Bctsualde dienstaanwij- 
zig ingen 


' 


Heure : 

Uur : 




TELEGRAMME 

Telegram 









IVi 


A. 


O,.. ' . 

'V ■ 


J V 


l\ 




•lA \J 




Explication dcs abr^via- 
tioris admises pour les in- 
dications de service ta- 
xees : 

Verklaring van de afkor^ 
tingen toegelaten voor de 
betaalde dienstaanwijzi^ 
gingen ; 

RP = Reponse payee. 

Antwoord betaald. 

LT = Telearamme lettre. 

yj 

Brieftelegram. 

CR = Accuse de recep. 

Kennisgeving van 
ontvangst. 

TC = Collationnement. 

Te collationneren. 


La Colonie n’est soumise a aucune responsabilite en raison de la correspondance privee par voie telegraphique. 
De Kolonie is niet verantwoordehjk wat betreft de private correspondenfie langs teiegraiische iveg. 

(Ordonnance legislative 25-^/TeIec. du 23 aout 1940.) 

{ Wetgevende ordonnantie nr 254/Telev van 23 Augustus 1940^) 
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£. MARCUS 

PosU.^ 6994 

UNIVERSIOADE DE SAO PAULO 

'*p{jey|il0(f§;^3fij(isotia, Ciencias e Lefras 


Sao Paulo, November 1, I954 


Dear Dr. Sclimitt: 





CAiXA POSTAL, 

Sao Paulo 


In reply to your kind letter 


between lat. 
and 9° S. we 


-P I Dave first tried to compile the data 

of the monohs in which the Paludicoles ( "x^lanarians" ) are 
sexuallv mature in Africa. Our entirely immature strains 
^ and 4 h are from march to October. Between lat. 8° 
had a few mature worms among a great number of immature 
ones rom april ^o june ^ In additi on to these facts there are Beauchamp' 
s statements f o:r;Northern_in^oJ^ ours refer to Uele the first and Upem- 
ba i-he latter) rCunda ) , whelr e he had ma^ture specimens in January and 
September, _ the biggest worms among a great number of immature smaller 
ones. Dibble Iiyman, Ihe Invertebrates v. 2 p. I95 thinks that low tempe- 
rature followedby rise of temperature induces a sexual period under 
-aboratory conditions. We have obtained reproductive organs in winter 
with scarce food in Dugesia hyp oglauca. This species however lives in 
rapidly running water and the temperature of our laboratory durine- 
winter months was certainly higher than in the open. One cannot define 
ohe conditions yet which brihg on sexuality. The inner Tropics seem, to b^ 
more favourable fo fission; sevnal worms are rare. Preservation in 
■ S-Icohol 80 /o is re commendable . The animal occur generally under stones 
and on water plants or roots of shore trees in the water, in stagnant 
and running water. We think that terricolous ''planarians'* under rotten 
logs and stones also in damp open and dven dry environment are more 
auspicious - though much less abundant - than the freshwater species. 

The colour of back and belly of th^errestrial worms shaild be noted be^ 

fore dropping the worms into their 'alcohol that preserves them well but 
may draw the colour out. 

With all our due respect and personal sympathy for Rime. Alice 
Pruvot-Pol we cant imagine that she might be able to give*'expert advice" 
for an Opisthobranch MS. Prof. 0 . H. 0 Donoghue, Department of Zoology, 
the University, heading, England is much more indicated, ge has retired 
recently and should have time for your task. He has published many papers 
on Pacific Coast Opisthobranchs. Also Prof. Herbert Engel, Zoologisch 
Museum, Amsterdam, Plantage Middenlaan 53 , and Prof. Hils Pljalmar Odhner 
Haturhist. Museum, Stockholm 50J Drottninggatan 96 are the first living 
authori ties in the realm of Opisthobranchia. Yfe are bloody beginners, 
9uite incipient workers on these animals and by no means authorized to 
put our critical noses into a manuscript probably accomplished w'ith note 
and directions of Prank Mace McParland, an outstanding Scientist. His 
Opisthobranchiate Mollusca of the Branner Agassiz Expedition to Brazil 
are excellent, and we can only hope that we after a long row of years 
can reach his level. I think that we are absolutely unfit for the task 
that you kindly propose, immensely over-estimating our knowledge both of 
the animals and of the bibliography, that the question Pf our trip to th 
United States need not be discussed. 

.<e hope that you have received our letter a few days ago, beg 
gi^ig you kindly to ask Dr. R. T. Abbott for a copy of his paper :A new 
.Florida Species of the Tectibranch Genus Pleurobranchus. Nautilus v. 63 
1949, p. 73 - 78 , pi. 5. 4, ^ -f . 

With our kindest regards to you and your dear family, and also 
to Dr. Bassler and His, 

Very sincerely yours 



/p. 


Cod. 18 



August 1, 1955 
Marlier, G, j 

Air Man 

Dr. 0, J. L. Marlier 
IRSAC 

Uvira, Belgian Congo 
Dear Dr. Marlier s 

I have been home a month but I m just now finding a few 
moments to get off a few letters to those who did so much for 
me ±n w recent visit to the Belgian Congo. The highlight of 
the trip was sqt visit to yowc laboratozy and the acquaintance 
which I made with you, your wife, and the staff at the station. 

If ever the opportunity is vouchsafed me I shall certainly come 
back to spend sane months at Dvira. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a popular account of 
Crustacea that I wrote a good many years ago now. It is one, 
however, that may be of some interest to you and should perhaps 
be maong those that you have in your private library, 

Tou will recall that I promised you two of those little 
plastic crab tokens in the natural color, so to speak. Those 
that I left with you were dyed and, though brighter in color, 
not half so true to life. Two of the natural ones will be 
included with tl» book, 

I am hoping before the end of the year to put together a 
little narrative account of our e3q>editlon and also to put 
together a few pictures, particularly a short movie reel. But 
all that takes a little more time than I can spare at this 
mment* 

You may be surfa:*lsed to learn that we have been suffering 
from a rather terrible heat wave hers in Washington. Mowhez^ 
in Africa did I suffer the discomfort that we are having now. 

It is all due to the vezy high humidity. Perhaps I was in 
Africa and in the Congo at a most favorable time but throughout 
we did enjcy the lovely weather and as I say, this I remanbrar 
well, the pleasant time that you and your wife showed us. 

very best to you folks and the other merisars of your 

staff. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schaitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLStvb 


^ ^ . (Sr-. J, ^ 



i M 
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2lt Febraaj^^'' W$$ 


Dr. H«*lS«r 
IRSAC 

Uvira, Belgian Confio 
'Dear Dr. Marlicsrt 

Xou Bis^ hasr© heard i’roa Dr. Jadln or Dr. V-^.r'cs-ffiies'i-GrarKiJean that a 
si.mll pai’ty of k people ineludiiig jj^elef will be visiting the Belgian Co®®© 
ttiis April aM May, andm* the aaspiees of the SalthsoiiiaK Ir^titution to 
collect specdseiiS oi th© saaller .animal life o-f th© area, chiefly irtvert©*' 
bratc, sites, ticks, msi their plant and anliaal hosts, sliriaips end crabs, 
and other foras of ass^uatic a?d terrestrial life, shells, and soe© fishes 
as we have the opportunity to do so* 

If our present plans are carried torough, «e shO'iid arrive in Bvtkam. 
Jdxtut Ms^ 13, «id in Uvira about the loth or 1.9th. Our party will consist of 
of Or. BdMsMd. Baker, acarlogist with the U. S. Depsjrtaait of Agrieilture, 

Dr. Koy Lj'saas S&xton and his son as pfeQtagr®|3h©ra, aM siyself. Dr* Sexton 
hopes to keep a ptotof^rmhic t&mrd of our travels and colleetlng, and of p 
places, and people and the natives m ewwunter. For .my part th® Crustacea 
are toe main toingj and for Dr. Baker chiefly th® isltes affecting plajits, 
ttoJigh .he vjill »t be overlooking ttose parasitic on anlraals. 

Having heard of your l^iroblolofical stabton, however, I saa Bg?st 
anxious to .visit it aiid speirf two or three d^a ®>llecting in its vicinity. 

I hope I shall be fortuaafcs ^atough to at least to see If not collect som 
of the interestirc ersd.aulc shrMp.Jpportet.^ froa Tiingyiks despite o^ir alto- 
gether br iof visit. 

Official pemission for travel and callectinf , ar^ for oirr limited 
equipj»iit and lAotographic gear will be requested of the Belgian Oovern- 
ment ty the Sraithsoniaru 

Looking forward to seeing yo'^ before to very long, I m 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Stonitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLS:hg 


Ifersh, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 


January 19, 1956 

Hr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Harsh 
Marsh tuml^r Go., Inc. 

Dover, Ohio 

Dear Folks* 

That was a never-to-bs-forgotton occasion, I ais certainly 
that you came and brought the fanily, such of them as were available. 

The pictures were a treat, and with this I am sending you one 
of our kodachr(»ae slides of the Countess. Ihrtunately, Dr. Sexton 
took several of her. 

The motion pictures are moving along apace. I have the first 
third part of th®® read^ for splicing. Iftr coi^laint, when you were 
here, is that some dT the roost exciting shots were badly fogged} 
still we have quite a bit that will make an entertaining evenli^, 
and some tlM I hope to have the pleasure of showing them to you all. 

That Tuscarawas County cheese was a wtsiderful treat, as mellow 
ard mild and tasty as any I have ever eaten. ^ wife enthuses 
equally about that hand-made parir® knife. Does Wc. Warther deal 
in them, for certainly I would like to buy a half dozen at least 
n^elfj Mra. Sdnaltt said she has never had the like of it in her 
hands. Thank you folks ever so much for tte wonderful cheese, the 
cutting board, and the knife, 

TU.S West Indian trip that I talked about is adding to w 
dens, but when that is over, I will be prepared to travel around. 

¥e ao owe ay wife's relatives in California a visit, and, if so, 
we will certainly pass throng your part of the world. 

I have m>t seen Dr, Baker, but the ci^ese was delivered to him 
the day it arrived. 

Hy very best to you, your youi^sters, and your married daughter 
and her family, 

Sincer^^, 


Enclosure 

WLSchaitts ®«k 


Waldo L. Schadtt 
Ifead Curator 
Department of Zoology 


POSISGRIFr 

February 2?, 19?6 

This letter has been terribly delayed because I took two of 
our kodachroBies over to the photo shop to have them duplicated for 
you, and just today have they been returned to me. Otherwise, 
this letter would have been mailed the same day or the day after 
it was written. 

On these slides you will find the Countess, or was it Baroness, 
of serious mien and smiling. They are both yours, and they are a 
very small return for that wonderful cheese, cutting board and knife 
that you sent us ever so long ago. 

We are hoppir^ off for Trinidad via the II£ DE FRANCE on the 
2nd of March, frcan New York. I will try to write you during the 
trip, and don't forget, I want to see you folks and your daughters 
and son-in-law when they cam to town. I woiild like to take you 
by the Cosmos Club one of these times. 

Quite a Postscript, isn't it? 4 


Marsh Lumber Co., Inc 


MANUFACTURERS OF OAK AND MAPLE FLOORING 


January 11, 19^6 



TELEPHONE 42384 


INTERIOR TRIM 


DOVER • OHIO 


Dr. Waldo L, Schmitt 
Head Curator, Dept, of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25 » D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

While visiting our daughter and her family over 
Christmas we were indeed glad that we had the good 
fortune of seeing you and Professor Baker again, and 

of having the added pleasure of meeting your charming 
wife , 

We certainly had no intention of the whole tribe 
descending on you for a feed but everything was Tinder 
control so quickly and perfectly that being with you 
was a most enjoyable occasion which we shall not for- 
get, 

I am^ sending you, by parcel post, some Tuscarawas 
County Swiss cheese, which we think is very good; also, 
a maple cutting board and a hand-made paring knife. 

The knife is made by Mr. Ernest Warther of our city, 
the world’s finest carver of miniature engines which 
are made to scale out of walnut, ebony, and ivory, and 
actually run. 

Thank you again for your kindness end our best 
wishes to you and Mrs. Schmitt and Professor Baker. 


Sincerely yours. 



P. S. As I do not have Professor Baker’s address, I 
would appreciate your handing him the package 
which I am sending in your care. Thank you. 



JHM 


\ 


Filed! Belgian Congo 

Mr» and Mrs, Joseph H. Marsh 


Sept«Bber 15, 1955 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Marsh 

1*62 H. Broadwa 7 

Mew Philadelphia, Ohio 


Dear Hr. and Mrs. Marshs 


It’s both wonderful to hear frcra you folks and to 
have that fascinating narrative of your African travels, 
Tou make me wish that you lad been part of our party 
and that Mrs. Marsh had served us as scribe. Her report 
is as nice a thing of this sort as I have ever seen and 
didn’t I enjoy leading iti Indeed, you have given me 
information that I can use in ray account, yet to be 
written up. 

I wish that our paths had crossed several times 
more before we both left that continent. Don’t forget 
your promise to look me up the next time you come this 
way. Give me an hour’s notice and you can have sand- 
wich luncheon and coffee right here in the office. 

Thanks again for remembering me with that 
intriguing account of your African and Holy Land safari. 



Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLS:vb 
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Marsh Lla\ber Co., Inc. 


MANUFACTURERS OF OAK AND MAPLE FLOORING 



TELEPHONE 42384 


INTERIOR TRIM 


DOVER • OHIO 


AUGUST 26 , 1955 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept . of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt; 

We received your nice letter, for which we thank you. 

On June 8, we met Professor Baker in the lobby of the hotel at Cairo. We 
told him we were taking the train that evening for Luzor and he thought 
we would probably see you and your party there on the 9th or 10th. You 
had not arrived yet so we left a note at the desk for you. 

Sending a diary of our trip. I think ray wife did a wonderful job keeping 
so complete a record. We also have some very fine picture slides in 
colors and we hope we have a chance to show them to you some time. 

It was too bad that you did not see the lions. VJe saw nine in all. Some 
in Ruindi, Queen Elizabeth and Murchison Palls trip. They are hard to 
see, usually lying near bushes in the shade. At one time we saw a water 
buck near the road, he paid no attention to us, just had his eyes riveted 
on something ahead of us and as we drove on, sure enough, he was watching 
three lions, one male and two female. It was late in the evening but we 
were able to get within forty feet of them and the pictures are good. 

When we arrived at Beirut, Lebanon we were pretty weary and beginning 
to lose Interest in very important things, and, a little homesick, so we 
cancelled our tour to Turkey and Greece and flew home by Pan-American. 

It is true we had to hurdle some rough spots on our trip but it was worth 
the effort and feel like you, we must go back to see more of this wonder- 
ful country. 

With kindest regards and best wishes to you. 


Sincerely, 



EW 



Marsh, Mr. &Mrs. Jos.H. 


August 1, 1955 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Marsh 
Maz«h Lumber Company, Inc. 

Dover, Ohio 

Dear Folks : 

I am so sorry that we missed you in Kampala or was it Entebbe? 
I do not this manent have your kind note before me. I take it you 
came through your whole safari in the best cf health. We had ota* 
ups and downs but now everybody is feeling tip-top including Dr. 
Baker, who at one time was the hardest hit of the four of us. If 
I had the opportunity I think I’d go back to Africa toraarrow to 
see the places I failed to get to this first time around, I think 
it*s a marvelous part of the world and there is yet so much to be 
learned about it. 

At this time it»s not possible to tell you how our movies 
turned out. ftuite a number of the rolls of film have failed to 
cone through on time but the last word last week was that the 
balance of our film was on its way tome. Did you have good luck 
seeing the wild life in Euindi Park and did you by any chance see 
scane lions? We didn’t get a shot at om the whole time we were 
in the Congo. 

There is one trip that I would not have missed for the world 
and that was our leisurely Journey down the Kile by steamer — two 
of the most restful weeks I ever spent anywhere, in a ccaafortable, 
airy cabin with table service as good as anywhere in the whole 
dark continent. 

S<xiie time tdien you come to Washingt>on don’t fail to look me 
up. I m here in the National Musetmi at 10th and Constitution 
Avenue, best good wishes to you and yours. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


^CiSJvb 



PLANTS 

NEPERA PARK,N.Y. 
HARRIMAN, N.Y. 



CABLE ADDRESS 

PYRICOR" YONKERS 


NEPERA CHEMICAE CO. INC. 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
NEPERA PARK, YONKERS 2, N.Y. 


December 8, 1955 


Dr. Waldo L, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25> D. C, 

Dear Doctor Schmitt; 


I appreciate your kind letter of November 10 regarding your 


soil samples and hope that you have had some success in hairing these 
studied, I have not had an opportunity to talk to Dr, Welch recently so 
I do not know if you have discussed the matter wilh him. 

Your mention of the DuPonts having an interest in antibiotics 
surprises me, I did not know that they were doing research in this field. 


We are currently having the Merck people make an antibiotic 


for us for experimental use which was why I had suggested them, but there 
are many others in this field that I know quite well. 


If I can ^ve you ar^y assistance, please let me know. 
Kind regards and best wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 




George W, Mast, M, D, 

Tice President 

Medical St Scientific Director 


GWMtmc 






Mast, Dr. Geo. W. 
Filed i Belgian Congo 


Sovember 10, 1955 


Br. (Seorge W, Mast, ?iee President 
Ifepers Cheraical Co. , Inc. 

Kepera Park, fonkers 2, View fork 

Dear Br» Masti 

Too are nor© than kind to give so waeh of yonr time in response to ay 
inquiry regardii^ the soil SMiplos I gathered In the Belgian Gon^. I 
appreciate the references that you have given as® and also tl» very good 
advice txjntained in your lettinr. I shall get in toudh with Dr. kUlch. 

I knoe hia well but never quite thonght of hJw in conmotton with antibiotics j 
even though I served as a mmbmt of his «>«itt«e looking into the welfare 
of the Aserican Type Culture Collection a few years ago. 

Before I ask you to take things up with the Merck people I tliink I will 
confer once SKure with Mr. Bredin idio financed oar African expedition. S<xne> 
where recently I heard that the DuPonts have, or had, sense interest in anti- 
biotics. Perhaps Mr. B*«din might icsnt to offer them there because of his 
business connection with that organisation. If he has m> furtfser interest 
in the matter and if Dr. Welch stould so advise we Mght want to call upon 
you to help us with }%rck k Co. 

m have m desire to cash in in a big wey on what isay come out ctf our 
samples t»t the ^ithsonian is a relatively poor organisation md every 
little bit that we can "eaam* along the way does help finance further 
expeditions. It is nice to know that you feel the same way about it. 


I thank you, 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schaitt 
Bead Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLSivb 




CABLE ADDRESS 

"PYRICOR” YONKERS 




PLANTS 

NEPERA PARK,N.Y. 
HARRIMAN,N.Y. 



NEPERA CHEMICAE CO. INC. 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
NEPERA PARK, YONKERS 2, N . Y. 


November 7, 1955 


Dr» Waldo L* Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C, 

Dear Doctor Schmitt: 


I must apologize for the long delay in answering your very kind 
letter regarding the soil samples that you picked up in the Belgian Congo* 

We are deeply appreciative of your interest in collecting these 
for us but, unfortunately, we are not equipped in our Research Laboratories 
to study them for their possible antibiotic content. I have inquired of 
several people to see if there was some way that we could get these studied 
with the stipulation that the Smithsonian Institution share in any profits 
that might result from these should a useful antibiotic be turned up, I am 
concerned that I have been unable to get some agreement out of the companies 
that are doing such studies. Their practice apparently is to paj’- a small 
fee for the collection of samples, with no strings attached as to their 
further development. 

We have been carrying out some research on antibiotics with 
Merck & Co,, and I am told by their Vice President in Charge of Research 
that they would be glad to study these samples but would not like to commit 
themselves to a definite arrangement with respect to their further develop- 
ment. I certainly feel, personally, that the Smithsonian Institution should 
be rewarded if anything did come out of this to the benefit of the company. 
If you want me to, I will write this in a letter to the people at Merck to 
see if I can get at least a "gentleman's agreement" to that effect. If not, 
I would suggest that you take it up with some of the antibiotic producers or 
perhaps be advised by ity very good, personal, friend. Dr. Henry Welch, who 
is in Charge of the Antibiotic Division of the Food and Drug Administration 
in Washington. It might even be that Dr, Welch would be interested in 



t 


Dr, Waldo L, Schmitt 


- 2 - 


November 7, 1955 



checking these samples in his own Laboratories, If you wish to call him, 
his telephone number is Republic 7-1J.72, Extension ii7l6. In any event, I 
shall await your advice and hope that something good will come out of this. 


Kind regards and best wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 



c y ’/ ^ / <■ 



V 


George W, Mast, M. D, 

Vice President 

Medical & Scientific Director 


GWMtmc 
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Septeaber 16, 1955 


Br. George M. 

Sepera Cbesiea] 

Xoakers 2, Mev 

I^ar Br. Kasti 

Shortly before leaving for the Belgian Ckujgo last Harch I had 
the ple^nre of making the acquaintance of yonr Ik-. Fred A. Barcl*^ 
at the ikjsmos dub in company with a mutual friend, Ellawjrth 
Eillip, a*. Barclay suggested that I save some soil samples, 
drying and sacking them in plastic bags, ^is I did. fhere are 
some sixty saiq)les (list enclosed) mostly from the Belgian Congo 
but a few frm the Sudan along the upper reaches of the Kile. 

¥ould you be interested in having them for biotic assayj-or should 
I say anti-biotie assay? If so I shall express them to you through 
our official channels. 


I realize that this ©camination 
siderable magnitude and a gamble at 
and valuable things do sometimes come 
this happen in this case, tool I 
to express ti:^ hope 
some reasonable share in any profits 
your examination of these samples, if 
^ithsonian-Bredin 


be an undertaking of con- 
f tout sme very wonderful 
of soil samples. May 
so forward at this time 


if he can 
unfuaigated 


at present in the custody 
States l^partment of 
be assured that you will 
as required by the 


mills H. 

will 


If you are interested and will «» . 

write you regardli^ the BepartMut’s regulations before shlp^ 
ment is made. 

Sincerely , 


Departsaent of Zoology 



- 2 - 


P. S, 

In addition to the aaiqples listed on the aeco^jas^lng sheets 
there are several that I took at the beginning of oar "eaEpedition," 
April 13-15 in Leopoldville, fh^ have there a sraall botanieal 
garden frcsn aSiich, as I recall it, I took several 8 aB 5 >les on or 
aboot April 13. One or two May have been taken from a road side 
ditch near by. fhere are one or p^haps two aa^les that were 
taken frcM the rather foul soil in the open air native Market, 
fids last or these last were taken on the 15th. 

fhe soil sawples are all over at Agriculture and so I aea 
unable to check the labeling on these Leopoldville lots and tl^y 
don*t aeea to have been entered properly in the notebook I kept 
frcsn which the data following the several numbered bags is taken. 

The numbers are not always consecutive because ama other collecting 
intei*vened. 

From the looks of several s»ples I am afraid they have gone 
bad but you will know better when you exaiaine them. Perhaps 1 did 
not sufficiently air dry tiiffis before putting them into plastic 
bags, Waturally I want ^ou to find smething in them, if only to 
bring credit to the ejgsedition. Several members of the party made 
considerable use of an anti-biotic knoian as Aciiromycin to relieve 
attacks of dysenteiy. 

May we have luck with these samples I 
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Soil Siaaplea 

19$^ 


^igian Congo 

Ik A 




foot path at fiahoyy, Stanleyirllle, April 


lii B 
I? 

21 

22 

26 


from siiomllne, sand, Wagonia fishery, Stanle^lle, Apr. 19. 

rotten wood fro® log i« »roh«8t®« coffee field, Iang®sbi, Apr, 2h* 

trm. among rat-er tress, sear «robasta» field, Tapgaj*!, Apr. 2lt. 

ten feet frm base of giant tree { mtandropferagBia ) . faagaKbi, Apr. 2k» 

^mt past kiloiiet^s 1% oot of Stanl^nrHl®, on road t® Hia-Mia, 
Aprii 26. ’ 



k3 

kb 

lt6 

hi 

Ii9 

50 

52 


fro® base of old tree sttinp in ee:tm plantation, 2kS kllmntere 
o?it of bianicyvilie, Ajaril 26. 

aoifit mnd, abont 2 ft. abo¥# water level, Obe divsr, on rtmd to 
Paxjlis, 20 ifiloaeters frc® Mgaba, April 21, 

fraa base of torsi te ao«fid, oil n«t boyisg stop, on road to 
hiaagara, April 20, 

froTi antelope field, Ckusgala^na-aodio, April. ?9. 

froH baby tUpmni wallow (nod pwddle cn river ban»<r) , emagala-na- 

Badlo, 29 » 

from side of side road Into rtallerle *fbenfn,*‘ enronte 
^gala-na-iodio, April 29, 

right side Min road at ffwllerie "Hbengn,** enronte, Qangala-M~ 
:1odlo, April 29. 

fro& roadside ditch, fangu iwd enroute ?^ngala-m-8odd.o , April 29, 

at top of slope before seffisno “ferry^, Csrjeaba Park, April 30. 

at ihoreUoe, second ferry, Oaras’.ba Park, April 30, 

fr<fe between roots of large acacia, rigM side Katss road fork 
at Farad je, Kay 1. 

fro® bank 3 feet abosre road, right side ^to-Mtoka road, h$ 
klloaoters frcss Eloka, May 1. 

froE corn field, native villagB, before Sioka veterinary 
latxjratory, i^iay 2, 





^ 4 

ielglau Congo 

Sit 

55 

57 

58 

59 

60 
a 
62 
63 
66 

65 

m 

66 
68 

69 

70 

71 

n 

73 

7k 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 



Ittoka, Ineao Agric. Ejspw. Station fai?6«i!, 2, 

same as 53, but from ooffee field near offlees top of hill, J-.ay 2. 

I reio b^k across road from coffee field (^o. Si* above) , May 2. 

N- 

fremi doim hill side of road, 'Xasenyi road (returning), Kay 3. 

fro®! between roots of big tree, entrance Mt. rioyo caves. May lb* 

soil and rock swpl# trm floor of 2nd cave, ^ft* Hoyo, May It. 

under shade of cactus top of bluff before guest ^sjuse, Ishango, 6* 

roadside, top of south road, Ishango, Wigr 6, 

fro® low point of aftornaou drive, s. w. rtMtd, Ishango, 6. 

by log in pypy village, 23 kilcreetera IT©® Beni, May 8. 

fras p&tb to pygmy village near Beal, Kay S, 

fro® Siclis hospital grounds, 30 kllaaaeters frc® Beni, 8, 

neisr blprso.durtg, near Mthiag spot monaiaent, Hwindi Cmqi, May 10. 

near kilometer-post lt69 ©at of Butembo on wiy to Ewindi Camp, May 9. 

frc® buffalo watorinf place near pelican ground, flwiadi, 10» 

froa hij-Hic* sixtro, near Mo. 67, Bsindi CiKjp, Bay 10,. 

trm. top of bank above lion feodinf ground near hi.ppo-pool aftemocm, 
Kay 10. 

roadside rut fShibati Fam, Utirs, Bay X5. 
from bank of streasi, faMbati Faris, LwSro, Kay l5* 
fro® entrance of Mia-ya-soto bat cave, lake Kivu, May l6. 
fro® path to Ho. 73 bat cave, May 16. 

rock and black volcanic soil frm Mulungu far® (Hsndrickx), May 17* 

from cotton field, south of llvlra, lake f&nganyika, Hay 20. 

from bank of atrean near railway, Bvlra, Lak» fangat^ika, Hay 20, 

bottom saa^le dredped frm 13 meters, off Bvira station Lake 
Tanganyika, May 20. 

roadside ejtcavstion out of Astrlda, red patch at bottwa of pit, 23. 
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' Beigi«» Gosgo 

So opp©sit« Sid# of road trm Ho* 79, di^ dark soil oear tr®« and amonf 

grass roots, kitotetors out of Astrlda, Ma^ 2% 

•Si fro» TOong grass roots oa road to Gabii-o, near wolcoBte sign to 

provinee of Kibongo, 23. 

/ 

82 near wbare sebras mre pbotographed lagors Fark, lief' 2h» 

83 from oroeodile nest pit, Kager®. .Park, 2k> 

Bh trm to|.5 of bill sJwire r«st house is to be built, lagera P®rk, .May 2k, 

85 frsjss causeway diteii, lafsra Park, May 21*. 

86 fro« grass roots top of eauseway ditch, Kagera Park, May 2lt. 

Uganda 

87 on road to Juba, May 28, 

Sudan 

-> 

88 near puddle near spore, Buffalo Cape, river Mile, June 1, 

89 between piles of wood, Buffalo Cape, r3.v®r Hile, June 1. 

90 hard leaps of soil, doffalo Gap©, river 111©, Jujje 1. 

91 from, shore faka, river Mle, June 2 , 

92 soft black soil frots just abevo water’ 3 odgs. Sales Bango, river 

Mile, Juu® 3. 

93 Jebelem, river Mile, Jub®.Iu 









Direction Generale — Algemene Directie. 
Direction — Directie 


Ref. n‘' : 

Annexe 

Bijiage 

Objet Deacind e preparat x* ♦ 
Voorwerp ‘ 
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Leopoldville, le 
Leopoldstod, de 
(1) N" 






Mon, 9i o'Ur Ip Doctpixr 
v/ALlDO I. Schmitt 
Departraent of S oology 
Suiitheonian In o t itut i on 
a ’vVASHINCtTOIT. 




onoieur le t^octeur 


d - 


votr<= Icttre en 


d 


Cil 


r, -4- 
Lj. I. 


1 'honneui’ 
di; i; 


'J. 


8 


J, K ; 


’ a G c Li 

- J - >' • 


3er reception 


de ce ' il ne 
roteur a votre 


Je regrette de devoir vous informer 


7“’ .01 q 


noa:X GST 
dio'.;'Osition . 


ossible de mettre un rre'oa- 


voiio ave3 de 
Congo beige 
gerait volon 



Je vono prie cl ’ agreer,Mon9ie'^>.r , le Doc- 
teurg 1 ' a fsau.ranoe de ma consideration tres di.stinguoe 



(1) Rappeler dans la reponse la date et le numero — In het antwoord vermelden nummer en dagtekening. 


Matagne, Dr, F. 


March 16, 1965. 


Airmil 


Dr* F* Mfitagix© 

Chef Sendee d© Chasse et PSoh© 

Gotiveniaaent G^nlral 
L©opoldvill©, Belgian Coti|^ 

Dear Dr. Matagne j 

With this I send to you tho itinerary of our Belgian Congo 
aepedition. Should it h© necessary to mk© any minor changes 
in it, I shall ootimunicat® wl'tti you again* 

As you Tidll not© from -Kais itinerary, we will b© in 
Leopoldtdlle from April 8 until April 16* During that tim© -m 
my want to set out stm© small animl traps that we ha's© with 
us. TifOuld it b© posslbl© to employ soiaeon® with the knowledge 
and ©xperdenc© in skinning animals to skin the specimens of 
■ttxos© that WO may secure? I haw® b®©n told that this is 
■virtually Ispossibl© in the C««igo becaus© those ■who know how 
are steadily employed. It was hope if w© need sucdi a 
person that he might be able to take lea*?© frm his regular 
emplcyBKit so that we may hire him to skin ■whatewr animals 
w© may obtain* .Ihioh would be no other ■than the common 
rodents of the regicai. 

I shall be seeing Dr* Tan Straehlen in 'Brussels and you 
a few days later - I hope* 

With kindest regards* 

Sincerely yours. 


f/aldo L* Solffiiitt 
Head Curator 
Dejmrteaent of Zoology 


?»LS/edw 
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Monsieur F. Matagne, Chef 
Service de Chasse et Piche 
Ciouvemement G^n^ral 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear M. Matagne s 

_ ^ithsonian Institution is sponsoring the Smithsonian-Bredin 

Expedition to the Belgian Congo for the purpose of collecting and 
studying primarily the invertebrate life of the regions the parasitic 
mites and ticks and their host plants and animals (rodents, shrews, 
bats, and perhaps in some cases, unprotected small birds), Crustacea, 
terrestrial and aquatic, as well as other arthropods, shells, fish, and 
such herpetological specimens as may be permitted. 

The expeditionary party will consist of six peoples a Mr, and Mrs. 
Bredin of mimington, Delaware! Dr. Waldo L. Scteitt of this Institution, 
carcinologist { Dr* Edward BEk©r of tho Unitod States DspartBiont of 

acarologistj Dr, Hoy Lyman Sexton, medical consultant and 
photographer to the party, and his son Roy Lyman Sexton, Jr., who will 
assist his father. It so happens ti»t Mr. and Mrs. Bredin find it 
impossible to take part in the expedition at the outset as originally 

planned, but they have high hopes of being able to join it at a later 
date in the field. 

We have been in coiamunieation with Dr. Fan Straelen, President de 
1‘Institut des Parcs Natlonaux du Congo Beige about this matter as it 
13 desired to visit several of the parks under the jurisdiction of 
the Institut, namely the Garamba Kational Park, the Albert Rational 
Park, and the Kagera National Park, for the purpose of photop'rapiiirifi; 
the wild animal life there sheltered. In the first and last named 
parks guest house privileges, if available, are being respectfully 
requested for two nights in each, with, of course, the p^snent of the 
customary fees for such accommodations. 


Me address you as Chef of %hn Service de Ciiasse et PfcM m this 
ssall ©ajjedition Kill need a scieatific hunt lag perislt ia ospcier t© 
gather aad preserve aolKiala aad plaats of the kinds ItKSicated above, 

Also, can it be granted sncii other fjersits as m&y be repaired by la« 
for a scientific expedition of this natwre? Aside froia preservatives, 
scffic sfflsll traps, tow nets, plastic containers, and so forth, tiie party 
mjold like to carry two collecting pistols, Marble gaae-getters so 
called, with two approximately foot-lotsg b^rcls, one *ljlO** for asall 
dest-stet shells for bats, 11 sards, and so forth, and one for cojf5j.T.ercial 
22 shells. These pistols are pacted with the collecting and ^^lotographic 
gear i^ich is being sent by the BelgiaiJ African Line in advance cf the 
arrival of the pai^y by air (Sabena) on April 8 at L^opolcivill®. 

At this witing It is expected timt the p.»ty will arrive at the 
Caramba iational Park and Gangala-na-Sodio about April 28 or 2f for 
%m nights, and at the fagera Park for two nights about Kay 22 or 23. 
ifeimver, Dr. Schmitt will more precisely infors the officials in charge 
of these {.jarks of arrival dates as soon as these can be definitely 
detewsined. In ttie Albert Park, which is generally open to visitors, 
it is planned to spend several days at both t't» Mutwanga and iiaindl. 
camps under reservations secured through ft*. FIric Tbornton-Dailly of 
Bukavu, who is Imndline also the ijotel reservations earoute and pro- 
viding the autos in whiers the party ^11 be travelling, between 
Stanleyville and CbsterraaMville and beyond. Feniission to collect 
some speci»®ns of lava ijj the Albert Park for our lk:*parteseot of Geology 
will be requested of in© Conservateur of tois park by Ir, Sdmitt on 
awivel ttere. 

An outline of Um itinerary as at present ceteriiined will be 
forwarded shortly. 

Brs, Scl-mitt and Baker will try to pay their respects to Ik*. 

?an Strael«n- at the Institut its Brussels on April 6tFi or 7tb before 
flying to LiSopoldville. 

Any courtesies that you my grant them and the ikithsooian-Bredia 
Fxpeditlon will be received witis great appreciation by this Institution. 

Cordially yours. 


Leonard Carmichael 
iyecretsry 


Enc. Lett, to Bredo 
cc ;■ Mr. Bred© 


srlScljaittsvb 

1 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Washington 25, D. C, U. S. A. 


AIR LETTER 


Februarj’- 21, 19^6 


Mr. Marc Micha 
Conservateur du Parc 
National de la Gararaba 
Station de Nagero 
par Faradje 
Uele - Belgian Congo 
via Juba/Aba 

Dear Mr. Ifl-cha; 


I know you have been wondering what has become of me 
after our most pleasant visit with you and your wife at your 
home in the Garamba Park. It was an unforgettable occasion, 
as was also our day’s trip through the Park with you in your 
jeep. 

Of the many feet of film we took, more than half of it 
was badly fogged due either tp faulty loading or a defective 
camera, I can well nigh weep over the result. It has about 
broken my heart ; and of that outstanding experience, seeing 
you and your guide rouse the white rhino and have him run off 
past you, we have just a little bit of fogged film to show. 

The ferry across the river arid of the jeep on the road all are 
fogged, and most of the beautiful animal shows that you made it 
possible for us to take. Such is life aid luck on some occa- 
sions, and I am sorry we were as unfortunate as it has turned out 
to be , ■ 

With this I am sending you a little reanembrance for that 
sturdy youngster you had in the crib. It is a wonderful child 
and now about old enough to enjoy the little rattle I am sending 
you. It is like the one with ' which ity grandchildren got their 

first exercises and upon wdiich they cut t heir teeth. 

{ 

If ever you make a trip to the States, I hope you will not 
fail to come to W’ashington, We have some very marvelous national 
parks, and in their way they are fine, but yours' are equal to 
them "iin most every particular, and in some ways far more exciting. 

It was a pleasure to get to know you, and I hopc'^e meet 
again. All good wishes and all'good luck to you and yours. 

Sincerely, 

vWaldo L. Schmitt 

-Head Curator . 

Department of Zoology 
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Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

Smithsonian Institution 

. WASHINGTON 2 \ D. C 

- - LL>S. A. •■.■■nr,«* ; 

; / ■ ^ * I. 

f 'I ’ ’ ' ' 

AIR LEtTER 
AEttOGRAMME" 
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VIA AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 


O 
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Mr. .Marc Micha 
Conservateur du Parc 
National de la Gar^ba 
Sta tion dd -Nagero ~ 
pa,r Faradje 
Uele - Belgian Congo 
T^’a Juba/Afe 
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MESSAGE MUST APPEAR ON INNER SIDE ONl<.Y 
NO TAPE OR STICKER MAY BE ATTACHED 


IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED, THIS LETTER 
WILL BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL 


. -n . » 
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